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AUGUST 4TH, 1914: ;
Entente Powers declared M AV 7-“', l!ll'.i

war The “Lusitania” was sunk
by a German U-boat

MAY 23R, 1915:

Italy declared war on
Germany and Austria

R JUNE 28TH, 1914:

Archduke Frantz Ferdinand
assassinated at Sarajevo

duLY 28TH-AUGUST 3RD, 1914:

Triple Alliance declared

war OCTOBER 29TH, 1914: FEBRUARY 2151, 1916:
Trench warfare began The Battle of Verdun
began

duLy 151, 1916:

The Battle of the

MARCH 3RD, 1918 DECEMBER 91K, 1917: APRIL 6TH, 1917: Somme began where
The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk Britain captured The United States of tanks were used in
was signed between Russia Jerusalem from the America declared war on mass for the first

and Germany Turks Germany time

FEBRUARY 151, 1917:

The start of Germany’s
unrestricted submarine
warfare

AUGUST 8TH, 1918:

The Battle of
Amiens begins

NOVEMBER 11Th, 1918:

The Great War officially

ends with the signing of JdUNE 28TH, 1919:

DCTOBER 4TH, 1918: an armistice The Treaty of Versailles
Germany asked was sighed by Germany

the Allies for an
Armistice

OCTOBER 297TH, 1918:

Germany’s navy
mutinied

OCTOBER 30TH. 1918:

Turkey made peace

NOVEMBER 3RD, 1918:

Austria made peace
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- CAUSES AND CONSEQUENLES
~ OF THE LREAT WAR

LAUSES

NATIONALISM

Extreme Nationalism or national self-
determination is a key factor in the outbreak
of the Great War. Throughout the 19th century
nationalistic ideals spread and led to the
unification of Italy and Germany. These nations
had to prove themselves as strong independent
countries and as such war was unavoidable. This
pursuitof nationalisticgoalsand beliefin national
superiority resulted in the eruption of the Great
War.

HOSTILE ALLIANCES

A number of alliances had been signed by
countries between 1879 and 1914.The formation
of the Triple Alliance and the Entente Powers is
extremely important when looking at the causes
of the Great War. The Triple Alliance consisted of
Germany, Austria-Hungary and Italy while the
members of the Entente Powers were France,
Russia and Britain. These wereimportant because
it meant that countries had no option but to
declare war if one of their colleagues declared
war first.

THE ASSASSINATION
OF ARCHDUKE
FRANTZ FERDINAND

The heir to the Austrio-Hungarian throne
Archduke Frantz Ferdinand and his wife were
assassinated on the 28th June 1914 on a visit
to Sarajevo, Bosnia by Serbians. After the
assassination Austria-Hungary sentan ultimatum
to Serbia who in turn refused. With the Alliance
System in place, the receipt of this refusal
prompted Austria-Hungary to declare war on
Serbia. This declaration led to the mobilisation of
the various alliances thus, starting the Great War.

LUNSEQUENLES

DEATH TOLL

Thefiguresforthe casualties of the GreatWarare hard
to agree upon by historians. Considered the most
detrimental war of that time, The Great War took the
lives of roughly 13,000,000 people. It was estimated
that approximately 29,000,000 million people were
wounded and that the war left roughly 10,000,000
widows and orphans.

TREATY OF VERSAILLES

At the end of the Great War numerous treaties were
signed, most notably the Treaty of Versailles. Germany
under The Treaty of Versailles was devastated as she
was found quilty of provoking the war. Under the
Treaty of Versailles all of Germany’s colonies were
taken away and she was forced to pay 6,500,000,000
In reparations.

FORMATION OF
LEAGUE OF NATIONS

Point fourteen of President Wilson's Fourteen Point
Plan was carried out and the League of Nations was
formed. A precursorto the United Nations, this was the
first international organisation created deliberately to
protect independent nations from aggression and to
preserve the peace.

Peacock, Herbert Leonard. A History of Modern Europe, 1789-1981. London: Heinemann Educational, 1982. Print.
Rao, B. V. History of Modern Europe 1789-1992. India: Sterling, 2002. Print.
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THE BRITISH WEST INDIES
REGIMENT (B.W.1.R.) 1915 - 1918:

FORMATION

The British West Indies Regiment was a unit within the British Army made up of
volunteers from the British West Indies. With the outbreak of the War in 1914,
many West Indians left the colonies and sought to enlist in the British Army.The
War Office, concerned thatthe number of black soldiers in the regiments would
increase, wanted to prevent them from enlisting. Through the intervention of
King George V, the British West Indies Regiment was established on the 26th
October 1915.

SERVICE AND RECRUITMENT

TheBritishWestIndies Regiment consisted of menfromthe Bahamas, Barbados,
British Honduras (Belize), British Guiana (Guyana), Grenada, Jamaica, the
Leeward Islands, Saint Lucia, St. Vincent, and Trinidad and Tobago. There were
eleven battalions within the British West Indies Regiment. The first battalion
was created in Seaford, Sussex, Englandin 1915 under the command of Colonel
A.E, Barchard. The men of the British West Indies Regiment served in Palestine,
Jordan, Eqypt, East Africa, India, France, Italy, Belgium and England. The first
and second battalions saw service in Palestine and Jordan fighting against the
Turks in 1918. The other battalions were stationed in Europe, on the Western
Front, where coincidently they were notinvolved in combat. Instead, they were
used for doing menial labour such as carrying ammunition, digging trenches
and gun emplacements, as garrison troops and as workers unloading ships. At |,
the end of the war in November 1918, 15,204 British West Indians had enlisted
into the British West Indies Regiment. The recruitment strategies used to garner

men for this force are varied and included:

Recruitment campaigns in major newspapers.

Moral obligation campaigns put forth by the major religious
denominations.

Patriotic ad campaigns to encourage enlistment through different
media.

Glamorised ideas of glory and fame.
Added allure of high wages and tax exemptions.

THE MUTINY AT TARANTO

On December 6th 1918, the members of the ninth battalion of the British West Indies Regiment mutinied in Taranto, Italy. This
mutiny lasted four days and disillusionment swept throughout the ranks of the Regiment. To quell the mutiny, the Worcestershire
Regiment was despatched and order was restored. As a result the ninth battalion was disbanded and 60 men tried for the mutiny.
Those convicted spent 5-20 years in jail whilst one member died via firing squad. This mutiny was a result of the demeaning racist
treatment meted out to the British West Indies Regiment in all spheres of military life. Even though the mutiny was crushed, the
dissatisfaction persisted. Meetings were held amongst those of the British West Indies Regiment to discuss the issues of black
rights, self determination, independence and a closer union in the West Indies. As a result of this mutiny the Caribbean League

was also formed.

Bibliography:
Howe, Glenford D.
Kingston: lan Rand

Race, War and Nationalism: A Social History of West Indians in the First World War.
e, 2002. Print.




REMEMBER
OUR
FALLEN

PTE. Bertie H. Abraham
CPL. Poyatt Ahlstedt

PTE. Carlyle Ainslie

PTE. Lucien Alexander
PTE. Thompson Alexander
PTE. David Alleyne

PTE. Frank Austin

| C. CPL. Vivian Babb

PTE. Hubert Benn

PTE. Aaron Bonnett

PTE. Henry Boyd

PTE. Malcolm Brathwaite
PTE. Vincent Briggs

S.M. Leonard F. Browne
PTE. Ciprian Brown

PTE. Alfred W. Bunting
PTE. Fitzherbert Cains

PTE. Clarence Carter

PTE. William Charles

PTE. Leonard Crichlow
PTE. Norman Crosby

PTE. Sydney Cumberbatch
2nd LIEUT. Jacques V. de Boissiere
S.M., Joseph J.A. De La Bastide
LC. CPL. Arthur Des Vignes
PTE. David Dick

BRID. Eugene A.H. Agostini FR. ART.
PTE. Malcolm C. Alston R.F.

PTE. Murray Archibald R. SCOTS.

PTE. Robert Archibald R. SCOTS.

CPL. William Bain LON. SCOTS.
ASPIRANT Antoine C. Bariou 358th F. INF.
PTE. Richard H. Bascombe KINGS LIV. R.
LIEUT. Callum M. Bell RAF.

LIEUT. Wilfred Bishop 11th BORDER R.
2ND LIEUT. Frank V. Bonyun RFC.

TPR. Alfred S. Bourne 2nd L.G.

2ND LIEUT. John H. Browne R.WAR.R.
PTE. George N. Bryne R.F.

2ND LIEUT. Gordon W. Burke R.W.F
2ND LIEUT. Leon H. Centeno SUPE.R.
LC. CPL. Victor L.M. Collins 1st K.E.H.
TPR. Hampden T.A. Cox K.E.H.

LIEUT. Henry C. Cunha 18th J.S.C. U.S.A.
PTE. Louis L. D'Abadie R.F.

SFR. Antonio DA Costa R.E.

PTE. Edward R. D’'ADE R.F.G.

PTE. W. Oliver F. Darling R.I.R.

PTE. Dominique Decori 8th F. COL INF.
2ND. LIEUT. Edward P. Doyle W.Y.R.
SUB. LIEUT. George L. Dranguet 92nd F. [.N.F.
PTE. Maxime A.M. Dubanton F. COL. I.N.F.
PTE. Arthur J. Duff C.E.F.

PTE. Alfred H. Duff R.B.

CAPT. Robert A. E. Eakin 1st K.S.L.I.
COL. Robert Eccles OXFORD R.

CAPT. Vernon J.L Eccles K.O.L.R.

2ND. LIEUT. John V.W. Eccles H.A.C.

PTE. John H. Dorset
PTE. Adolphus C. Wright
PTE. James Dove

PTE. Esau Duncan

PTE. Cornelius Eddy
PTE. Philip Gordon
PTE. Carleton Hall

PTE. Moses Hercules
PTE. Albert Holder
PTE. Adolphus Jack
PTE. George H. Jacob
PTE. Leo Jeremiah

PTE. Gascoicne Jordan
PTE Emmanuel Joseph
SGT. Samuel E. Lang
PTE. Adolphus Layne
PTE. Domingo Lezama
PTE. Francis Lett

PTE. Emmanuel Mathew
PTE. Hubert Modest
PTE. James A. Moraldo
PTE. John Morgan

PTE. Bruno Nelson
PTE. Albert Niles

PTE. Malco J. Orosco
PTE. Abraham Patrick

PTE. Hilton B. Eccles C.M.G.C.
TPR. Napoleon Edghill 2nd D.C.
SURG. LIEUT. Fredrick w. Clemens R.N.

SURG. LIEUT. Fernand L. M. J. De Verteuil R.N.

MIDSHIPMAN William C. Hoadley R.N.
SEAMAN Frank Lavrack R.N.

FIREMAN Charles J.L. McDonald R.N.
COMMDR. Frederick A. Warner R.N.
SEAMAN Edward N. Williams R.N.

LIEUT. COMMDR. John S. Tucker R.N.

SUB. LIEUT. Louis S. Tucker R.N.R.

BR. Ruthven I. Pegus CANADIAN ARTILLERY
PTE. Derrick A. K. Pile L.R.B.

PTE. Carlos J. Pollonais QUEENS WESTM
PTE. Leonard E. Power 60th. CANADIANS
PTE. Valleton A.S. Redman 4th. LON. R., R. F.
PTE. Julian E. Reverand DORSET R.

PTE. William B. Robertson H.L.|

2ND. LIEUT. Cecil Scott ESSEX R.

CAPT. Norman McG. Smith R.A.M.C.

PTE. Leonard Sorzano LON. R, M. G. C.
CAPT. Robert A. Steel CAMERON HRS

PTE. James Syder CANADIANS

PTE. Sydney G. Syder CANADIANS

SGT. Wellesley S. Taylor CANADIANS

GNR. Raymond A.Vignale CANADIANS
CAPT. George N. Viner MDDX. R.

PTE. James A. Wade 20th. LON. R.

CAPT. Thornton S. Warner GLOS. R.

TPR. John R. Williams SHROPS. YEOMANRY.
MAJ. Harry S. Wilson R. MUN. F.

SGT. George S. Wilson CANADIANS

British West Indies Regiment

PTE. Archibald Peters
PTE. Nathaniel Phillips
PTE. Fredrick Pierre

PTE. Reginald Pierre

PTE. Fitzroy E. Pinder
PTE. Moses Prentice

PTE. Francis L. Ramirez
PTE. Louis Reid

PTE. Inkerman Romney
PTE. Fitzarthur Rojas
PTE. George Sandy

PTE. Egbert V. Scarborough
PTE. Joseph E. Smith
PTE. Alexander Solomon
PTE. Samuel Songster
PTE. Alfred Squires

PTE Lucien Stephen

PTE. Alexander Taylor
PTE. David Taylor

PTE. Loderick Thompson
PTE. Aubrey Vincent

PTE. Valton Went

PTE. Augustus Williams
PTE. Edmond Williams
PTE. Wilfred Wiltshire
SGT. Ernest W. Wood

TPR. Hector Wilson STRATHCONA'S HORSE
Lieut. Edward C. Ellis GLOS R.

PTE. JamesT. FitzE. EVERSLEY 4th LON.R., R.F.
PTE. Walter K. Exley 75th. BATT. C.E.F

SURG. LIEUT. Jean R. Fortier 152ND. R..F.INF
2ND LIEUT. Oilver V Gibbon W. YORKS. R.
PTE. Francis O Gittens ADDX. R.

LIEUT. Ellis L.G.N Grell. 27TH PUNJARTS

PTE. Cecil E. A Hackshaw PRINCESS PATS R.
2ND LIEUT. Ernest S. Hadley GOLS. R.

LIEUT. (The Rev.) Ernest W. Howelock R.I
PTE. Edwin L. Hay CANADIANS

CAPT. Charles G. Haynes R.A.F

PTE. William I. Howard IRISH GDS

TPR. Robert E. Johnstone 17TH. LANCERS
LIEUT. Kenneth J. Knaggs R.F.C

TPR. Harold D. Knox 2ND KING EDWARDS HORSE
S.M., Carleton E. Laurence K.R.R

PTE. Joseph J. Limongi 144TH F. INF.

2ND Lieut. James P. Logie GORDON HRS.
SOUS. LIEUT. John S. Luckett R. IRISH F.

PTE. Edmund Maingot 28TH. LON. R., A.RHS.
2ND LIEUT. William J. S. Miller RFC.

CPL Hugh H. Miller SCOT. GDS

PTE. Richard O. McLean GLOS. R.

INTERP. REV. Henri M. Nouais F. ARMY

CPL. Alfred H. Oliver R.B.

REMN. Charles W. Payne R.B
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These newspaper clippings were collected from issues of
The Trinidad Guardian, The Port of Spain Gazette
and Evening News.



= MAIN EVENTS OF WORLD WAR I

OCTOBER 25TH - NOVEMBER 25TH, 1936:
NOVEMBERIST,1936:  nazi Germany and

Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan
Fascist Italy sign a signed the Anti-
treaty of cooperation Comintern Pact.
on October 25th and

November 1st, the dJULY 71 |.|’ 1937

~ Rome Berlin Axis
was announced.

SEPTEMBER 151, 1939

Germany invaded Poland,
Initiating The Second World War

Japan invaded China

AUGUST 23RD, 1939: SEPTEMBER 3RD, 1939:

APRIl T"'l, 1939 Nazi Germany and the Great Britain and France
Fascist Italy invaded Soviet Union signed a declared war on Germany.
Albania nonaggression Pact

. MAY 10TH- JUNE 22ND, 1940:
DECEMBER 7TH 1341: SEPTEMBER 27TH, 1940: Germany attacks Western

Germany, Italy and Japan Europe.
signed the Tripartite Pact

Japan bombs Pearl Harbour

dJUNE 22ND, 1941
Germany launched dUNE 10TH, 1940:

Operation Italy enters the war.
Barbarossa- The
Invasion of Russia

JdUNE 4TH, 194¢:

The Battle of Midway began

DECEMBER 11TH, 1941 2“";3'333:‘5”35”?4“ NOVEMBER 8TH, 1942:

Nazi Germany declared Europe. Operation Torch

war on the United States duLy ]]TH, 1942 began. The United

of America - States of America
"I)'Ie'l;a?‘attle of Stalingrad A BHUCH o

land at several points
on the beaches of

I]E[EMBER 8"", 1941 Algeria and Morocco

The United States of America in French North
declared war on Japan Africa.

Operation Overlord code
name D-Day occurred. British
and American troops success-
fully land at Normandy.

AUGUST bTH, 1945: JdUNE bTH 1944:

The United States of Operation Overlord code
America drops an atomic OCTOBER Zl]TH, 1944 name D-Day occurred.

bomb on Hiroshima MAV 7"-' - QIH, 1945 American troops land British and American
Germany surrendered in the Philippines. troops successfully land

at Normandy.
DECEMBER 16TH, 1944:

The Battle of the
Bulge begins

APRIL 215T, 1945:

The Soviet Army
encircled Berlin

APRIL 30TH 1945:

Hitler commits
suicide

AUGUST 8TH, 1945

The Soviet Union
declared war on
Japan and invaded
Manchuria

SEPTEMBER ¢2ND, 1945:

Japan formally
surrendered ending
the Second World
War leading the
Allies to celebrate

AUGUST 9TH, 1945:

The United States
of America drops
i an atomic bomb on

= Nagasaki
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LAUSES AND LONSEQUENLES
UF WORLD WAR I

LAUSES

RISE OF EXTREME
IDEOLOGIES

People lost confidence in their governments’ ability
to handle the rise of poverty, food shortages and
economic issues during the post war period. This lack
of confidence allowed for the emergence of extreme
ideologies such as Fascism, Nazism and Totalitarianism.
Under these ideologies tyrants promised to create jobs,
relieve hunger and restore the economy thus winning
the hearts of the disgruntled people.

FAILURE OF POST GREAT
WAR INITIATIVES

Several initiatives were enacted during the post Great War period
to prevent another catastrophe. Two of these initiatives were the
formation of the League of Nations and several diplomatic treaties,
most notable the Treaty of Versailles. The League of Nations was
founded to protect independent nations from aggression, to
preserve peace and to prevent further disasters. Several reasons
caused the League of Nations to fail some of which included: the
League being dominated by major powers leaving no role for
smaller nations, these major powers using the League to serve
their own purposes and the League not having an armed force to
deter aggressors. At the end of the Great War, Germany bore the
brunt of the ‘punishment’ as she was declared quilty of initiating
the war. As such her punishments were laid out in various treaties.
Germany was decimated economically due to the £6,500,000,000
reparations they had to pay. Plagued by various social issues,
Germans became disgruntled and susceptible to the ideologies
of Nazism where Hitler promised them that Germany would
regain its power. Under Nazism, Hitler began rearming Germany
and invaded countries such as Czechoslovakia and Austria. The
Anglo-French foreign policy known as the Appeasement Policy
was enacted which entailed making concessions to the dictatorial
powers in order to avoid conflict. Under this approach, Hitler's acts
of aggression were ignored and as a result, Germany was allowed
to commit acts of aggression without any major punishment.

GERMANY INVADES
POLAND

Germany, continuing their imperialistic quest,
demanded the city of Danzig from Poland. With the
guaranteed protection of Britain and France, Poland
refusedtoyieldto Germany’sdemand.Furious, Germany
invaded Poland on September 1st 1939. This invasion
pulled Britain and France into the conflict consequently

plunging the world into another World War.

LUNSEQUENLES

HUMAN AND ECONOMIC
COST

Human fatalities during World WarTwo were extremely high.
It was estimated that 23,620,100 soldiers were killed while
civilian casualties were estimated at33,833,000.Theamount
of people killed at concentration camps amounted to about
5,907,000.The dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Japan killed about 1,600,000 people and those
who survived suffered from various diseases through the
generations. The war is estimated to have cost about one
trillion dollars in damages and another trillion in war efforts.

THE FORMATION OF
THE UNITED NATIONS
ORGANISATION

TheUnited Nations isaworld organisationintendedto provide
peace.The term“United Nations”was first coined by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt and the first draft for the Charter of
the United Nations was signed by fifty nations on June 26th
1945 in the United States of America. Officially coming into
existence on the 24th of October 1945, The United Nations
has a charter containing nineteen (19) chapters and clearly
listed purposes.

RISE OF NEW WORLD
SUPERPOWERS

At the end of World War Il a shift in world powers occurred.
France and Britain faced economic challenges both on a
domestic front and in their colonies. These problems fueled
the demand of their colonies for Independence. To be a
superpower, a hation needs to have a strong economy, an
overpowering military,immense international political power
and related to this a strong national ideology. These were the
characteristics that were once held by Britain and France but
now belonged to the United States of America and The Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics.
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Cross-section of a U-boat. (Gaylord Kelshall, The U-Boat War in the Caribbean [Shrewsbury, UK: Airiife, 1994].
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WORLDWARNI SR
THE TRINIDAD ARD TOBALU EXPERIENLE

THE BATTLE OF THE CARRIBEAN AND THE U-BOAT MENACE

The Battle of the Caribbean (1941-1945) was a naval campaign during

(gt ¢ YRR B e World War Il. In this battle the German navy used U-Boats. The term
S R e Sy U-Boat is derived from the German “Unterseeboot” which means
— 5 ——ul Tapion < Twvermwan U ‘undersea boat’ which refers to all German navy submarines. The
=W el E@ , = B d g G 1135 e300t o 10K German naval operationinthe Caribbean was codenamed“Operation
: o 0 | Neualnd”The period 1942 to 1943 was the most successful period
for Caribbean German U-Boat operations in which a 150 mile strip
| R e A around Trinidad suffered the greatest concentration of shipping
o ] i o 52 s IS losses experienced anywhere during World War Il. The Growling Tiger
Py T e o meed in his 1939 calypso’The Best Place is the United States” lamented the
2 iy, T siweracsr wonwo——— POOF defensibility of Trinidad by saying,
5 = cget A I'll show you how we are targets for Germany
| They can attack us from the north by the Caribbean Sea,
R Ak I kavipsn TR v Ably supported by the Italians
(3) Bow Torpedo Tubes (11) Batteries (20) Main Diesel Engines (28 Aﬁgﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁf (gg m&;ﬁt y : )
G prmTmiae 03 Coumd G Comabun "GO i 09 Coeions With her ships and planes on the Atlantic Ocean
{7 Forward Torpedo Loading Hatch {15) Contzol Room Hatch (24) g;tl‘zcrge;: Roogm (gg) :‘tee::nzsosema:n AP ' ] .
| R N e VR 4 S e G4 3o e Dk o When it comes to the south, without any doubt

It's an easy thing to peep in the Dragon’s Mouth
And then find our defence is rather slick

-
They can attack us on the West by the Pacific ;

The Growling Tiger’s prediction came to fruition when in 1942, U-161, captained by Albrecht Achilles sailed into the Port of Spain Harbour and sank the ﬁ
7400 ton American freighter, Mohikana and the British tanker, British Consul. On the 26th February 1942, U-156, captained by Werner Hartenstein sunk the =
oil tanker La Carriere south of the Monos Passage resulting in the loss of 16 Trinidadian lives. The German U-Boats had a successful Caribbean campaign,#_

sinking 400 merchant ships, damaging 56 whilst only 17 U-Boats were sunk. The U-Boat menace was integral to Trinidad and Tobago'’s experience during »"
the war. -‘

Metzgen, Humphrey and John Graham. Caribbean Wars Untold: A Salute to the British West Indies. Kingston: University of the west Indies Press, 2007. Print.

Steele, Beverley A. Grenada in Wartime: The Tragic Loss of the Island Queen and Other Memories of World War Il. Port of Spain: Paria Publishing Limited,
2011. Print.

Rohlehr, Gordon. Calypso and Society in Pre-Independence Trinidad. Kingston: The University of West Indies Press, 1990. Print.

THE INTERNMENT OF THE ASHKENAZI JEWS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

The AshkenaziJewsof Eastern Europe soughtrefugefrom Nazi Germanyinthe Americas
and eventually made their way to Trinidad and Tobago. These Jews who made Trinidad
and Tobago their home were referred to as ‘Calypso Jews. In 1939, the calypsonian
Gorilla sang “Jews in Trinidad”, which chronicled the immigration of the Jews to the
West Indies. He noted:

Tell me what you think of a dictator
Trampling the Jews like Adolph Hitler
Tumbling them out of Germany

Some running for refuge in the West Indies

However, by 1939 the British Government considered the approximately 600 Jews who
made Trinidad their home, enemy aliens. The Jews therefore were to be placed in internment camps. An internment camp was a prison camp for enemy
aliens or prisoners of war. The internment of the Jews took place in two phases. Phase One required all men and women 16 - 60 years in age to report
to Police Headquarters where they were then transported to Nelson and Caledonia Island respectively. Phase Two was the internment of both men and
women at Camp Rented in Trinidad. At Camp Rented the Jews, Germans (inclusive of captured crew from submarines), Austrians, Nazi Sympathizers and
Japanese were interred. All those who were interred at Camp Rented were subject to the same regulations and comparatively their treatment was quite
humane. Camp Rented was a prison camp which meant that its prisoners were subject to regular inspections and little access to individuals outside the
camp. Privacy was non-existent since they were continuously monitored. Many suffered from depression and intense boredom. In 1943, some of the Jews
were released from the camp but had to adhere to wartime constrictions such as being banned from driving cars or riding bicycles, they had to report to
the nearest police station daily and they were under curfew from 8:00 PM to 6:00 AM. The period of Jewish internment in Trinidad and Tobago came to an
end in January 1944 when Camp Rented closed its doors marking the end of an era in the history of the colony. :

De Vertuil, Anthony. Edward Lanza and the Jews in Trinidad. Port of Spain: Litho Press, 2014. Print.
Rohlehr, Gordon. Calypso and Society in Pre-Independence Trinidad. Kingston: The University of West Indies Press, 1990. Print.




WURLD WAR I
THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGU EXPERIENCE

WOMEN IN THE WAR

The landscape of women’s work had been changed dramatically during the Second World War in
occupiedTrinidad and Tobago. Many women from the upper and middle classes joined the uniformed
services open to females, namely the Women'’s Voluntary Services and the Auxiliary Territorial
Services. Some of the women from the upper echelon of society also founded and ran a multitude of
organisations in which volunteers worked towards the war effort.

Additionally they:

1. Helped to nurse and care for wounded or ill servicemen.
Established and ran canteens for foreign troops.
Helped to entertain them with concerts, teas and parties.
Drove vehicles for military purposes.

Worked in the censorship service (incoming and outgoing letters to Trinidad were read
and censored in case they contained sensitive military information).

6. Knitted and sewed innumerable garments for troops and prisoners of war abroad and
took up clerical and other posts at the British and American bases and headquarters.

However, there was also an alternative dimension to women's work in this period which was
conceptualized in Lord Invader’s, “Rum and Coca Cola’,

And when de Yankeys first went to
Irinidad, Some ah de young girls
Were more than glad,

Deh said that de Yankeys treat dem
Nice and deh give dem the better
Price.

This calypso captured the idea that women’s main “contribution” was to provide sexual services to American soldiers and sailors. This also highlighted the
absence of cash flow in households due to economic hardships of the war. This did not mean that there was no prostitution existing in Trinidad prior to the
war, but it was the catalyst for it becoming more prominent especially near the two main U.S. bases stationed in Chaguaramas and Waller field.
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Brereton, Bridget.“Women in Wartime." Trinidad Express Newspapers [Port of Spain] 20 Nov. 2013: n. pag. Print.
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FOOD SHORTAGES AND THE WAR

vt " One of the consequences of World War Il experienced by Trinidad and Tobago was food shortages.
i o -~ L A FLOUR A With the disruption of the importation of food from the Unites States, proposals for food rations
[ ey [ T2[3[4[5]6/7]8]9 were implemented. The Growling Tiger in his 1942 calypso, “Let Them Fight for a Thousand Years
L 0 (11| 12(13 (1415 | m 17 |18 emphasised the growing problem of food shortage as he stated:

s ;3 | ig ;:) 3 1 h ;; ‘,t ;Z Zi’ i; Before the war | was living nice
o | 37038139130 41142 |43 |44 |75 Hot potato with me bacon, stew pork and rice
41 (45100 108 1AL s Toast bread with butter and jam
iy TOROR . Seven eggs in the morning with junk o’ ham
Today ah living like a wandering bird
If a see a pot for seconds ah can’t find me food
Ah living by guess. Oh have sympathy!
Since the war declare with England and Germany

FOOD SHORTAGES AND THE WAR According to the Ecclesville Agricultural Society, “children and adults are starving in the country on
account of the scarcity of the basic foods as rice and flour." It was proposed that the government’s
attention be drawn to the plight of the people and compulsory rationing be introduced to secure
equitable food distribution. Sybil Gibbs, reflecting on her life during colonialism and the Second World War, laments that “there were food shortages of
imported staple goods of flour and rice in Trinidad and Tobago." In order to accommodate the population, each family was allowed to purchase a weekly -
guota or ration of rice and flour. To keep track of this weekly quota ‘Ration Cards’ were produced. The dynamics upon which the card operated was that :
when weekly rations of flour and rice were purchased at the shops, the consumer gave the card to the shopkeeper who placed an X in the boxes on the
ration cards for each item bought.

Gibbs, Sybil. A Child of Colonialism and World War Il: My Memories. | Universe, 2002.Web.
Rohlehr Gordon Calypso and Soc:ety in Pre Independence Trlnldad Kingston: The Unlver5|ty of West Indles Press 1990. Print.
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