Tubal Uriah Butler has been immortalized as the founder of the
trade union movement in Trinidad and Tobago. His contribution iIs
recognized each year with the observance of the national holiday
of Labour Day on June 19th.

Whileworking peoplewereagitating and mobilizing for better wages
and working conditions since 1919, following the return of soldiers

from the West India Regiment, it was the Labour Riots of 1937, led
by Uriah Butler, that was the catalyst for the much needed change
In working conditions. This exhibition highlights the unfolding of
events during the 1937 Labour Riots and the role of Uriah Butler.
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BUTLER GETS HERO'S FUNERAL

Tesoro schol
in memory
of Butler

TRINIDAD/TESOROQ  Petral-
eum Company Limited hasx
|decided to award a special
scholarship — to he known as
ithe Butler Scholarship — in
geology or petroleum engineer-
{ing, in memory of the Iate
Tubal Uriah Buzz Butler.
| The scholarship, details of
which will be released later,
{will be tenable esither locally
or abroad. Only children of
[the company’s emplovees will
he eligible.

Announcement of the scholar-
ship was made by the company
vesterday, coinciding with the
|burial of Mr. Butler at Fyza-
| bad

The Tesoro announcement :

|Tne death of Mr. Tubal Uriah
Butler, T.C., {s an irreparabls
{loss, not only to Trinidad and
Tobago, his adopted homeland,
but the labour movement in
[the entire Carlbbean, whers
his name has been on the lips
of the working-class people for
40 long years.
[, It today the labour move-
/ment can make its volce heard
in the highest councils of the
country, it is because of the
selfinss efforts of the self-styled
“Chief Servant,"” whose ideas
and predictions, four decades
ago, were considered too
revolutionary hut are today
regarded as the Bible of trads
unionism fn Trinidad and To-
bnﬂr'l.

It ig to he ragretted that this
great patriarch did not live
Jong enough to see the full

e TURN TO PAGE 16

rcalisation of his

qherishad dream — the mar-
riage of capital and lab::»ur.|

Butler schol

FROM PAGE 1

most

|

Perhaps, Trinidad and Tobago ||
will, in the course of time,
shape a unique relationship
between management and em-
ployees, calculated to remove
the suspicion and misunder-
standing which still exist in
(many areas and which may be |}

responsible for the hindrance
{to  greater productivity, and

consequently to the realisation
of a higher quality of life for |

all citizens.

Mr. Butler's passing should
ve regarded not as the end of |
8 great labour leader, but|
rather as the beginning of a
new era of understanding in
the industrial relations field in |
Trinidad and Tobago,, which |
the “'Chief Servant” made his|
battlefield on behalf of all ||

workers,

The Chairman, Members of
the Board, the Managers, staff
and employees of Trinidad-|
Tesoro, join with the rest of |
the nation in expressing their
deep sorrow at the loss of this |

great man,

In honour of his memory the |
Company has decided to award |

a special scholarship — the ||

Butler Scholarship — in geology |
or petroleum engineering, ten-

{able either locally or

abroad, |

| Further detyils of this scholar- |
Jship. for which only children |}

[of employees will be
Iwill be releazed later.

|

eligible, ‘

+

BUTLER'S LAST RIDE: The body of veteran lab our leader Tubal Uriah Butler
burial at the Fyzabad cemetery yesterday after noon. Comprising the escort are soldiers, coost-

guardsmen and policemen.

Photo by Elme Giiffith

being taken for

President and
PM send

representatives

STAFF REPORTER  Bannister, conducted the fune-

| ral service at the Hall of the Re-

VETERAN | a b o ¢ r volution, Fyzabad.

: People went to the funersl
leader Tubal Uriah home at San Fernando early

“Buzz’ Butler was yesterday to view the body. It
buried yﬂ!fﬁfdﬂ\‘ after- Vas with difficulty that the
E b d 1t crowd was kept moving,
noon ﬂ.l' yzabad. It was The body was later taken te
a hero's funeral. Fyzabad for funeral servies

and buri
There was not a section -

s | Members of the Regimen
0? the community that Coast Guard and the Pnlicto‘
did not tgrn out to pay|Service headed the procession
ﬁn_al tribute to the|to the cemetery. Drummers
Trinity Cross holder. Pre-!fmm Eroups in the area wers
sident Ellis Clarke was/™ Hand.

represented by his A.D.C.,| Thousands lined the streets

! f s and thousands
Major Ming Johnson of|the pier to the :J:::«:;I.IOWN

the ‘Tn'nidad and Tnbt_xgo: The Regiment fired a salute
Regiment. Representing|at the graveside and people
Prime Minister Dr. Eric|Y¥eP! openly as the coffin was

. s owered

gilhams was Senator John!" "poier 2t the Hall @
onaldson,__Mlnlster of EX-|Revolution, when the time
ternal Affairs, came for the coffin to be

There were representatives covered for the raligious
from political parties, trade|service, there was protest,
unions and religious groups, par-| At the cemetery, there was
ticularly the Baptists, who had|also protest when the body was
been constantly at his side in the | being lowered in the grave
days before and after his im-|Some people said the Chief Ser:
prisonnment following the 193?|vant should be with them =

v labour disturbances. Hittle longer,

'{z} free secondary education,

The gathering included parlia-| Senator G80Tge  Weskes
reptarians past and present,| (ULF) President General of

workers of every category, men|the Oflfields Workers Trade
who were with Mr. Butler when |Union, the union that was

he started as a public figure in|formed aft
1937, and students who said lhal!mid Mr. B:';h:_!’:f ,;ﬁ: rn?:i!ri
without Mr. Butler this country | live op ' :

| could not have been enjoying| gy Idris Hamid, in & “mes-
{sage of hope,” said that peopls

: | must strive to make the hest
1 le{t st’alded [of what Mr. Butler did u".ld

‘. |erase all the sufferings of the
)

&

h
\!

Many were unable to reach | working class.
Fyzabad in time because of '
transport difficulties,

Others were left stranded at!

& the corner of Lord Street and

Mueurapo Street, San Fernando,
| :? & vain bid to get transporta-
on.

1 Appeals by the Oilfields Work-

ers’ Trade Union to the Public
Transport Service Corperation
for more 'buses failed because
the Corporation had many "buses
on the route already, and could
not put any additional vehieles.

Baptist Ministers headed hy
OWTU General Secretary Lione!

NATIONAL AWARDS were distributed at
Governor-General's house on Monday as Tinidad

*PRESS OEPIEMBON 3110 R |

Butler
and the
Trinity

and Tobago celebrated its eighth anniversary gency. :
ABOVE:Mr. Butler (centre) with Governor-

General Sir Solomon Hochoy (left) and Prime

of independence.
Sixty persons received the awards.

The highest award, the Trinity Cross.
went to Tuba! Uriah “Buzz" Rutler, a veteran
trade unionist, who was a key figure in the 1937

social disturbances in Trinidad.

Regimentand the Police Service were also award

ceremony on Monday night.

recipients following their role in the disturbances
that climaxed in the April 21 State of Emer-

Minister Dr. Eric Williams at the national awards

Mr. But'er nad just received the Trinity

Cross for trade unionism — the highest national
Members of the Trinidad and Tobago award.
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hat’s Butler’s place in history? |

(Sunday Guardian Staff
Writer)

'i‘L'B:'\IJ Uriah Buzz Butler
was buried on Thurs-

day at Fyzabad, scene of §
the 1937 events that made }

him famous to some,

infamous to others but ¥

which undoubtedly, started

the waves for soclal and ¥

economic reform of work-
in this country.

The enigma that u-u'

Butler followed him in t_ieath
last week, with the Oilfield

Workers' Trade Union call: :"

ing for a state funeral and
the Government responding
with a “mflitary escort”
and a cheque for expenses.

Despite the award of the

Trintty Cross—the nation’s ¥

highest honour—despite the
officlal recognition in June
19. (anniversary of the
riots) as Labour Day, Bu}-
ler did not quite make it
for the last honour the State

could bestow. But thatj

seemed the pattern of his
life and his funeral was
arranged by fellow trade
unionists,

What place in our history
does a man like Butler
hold? What will future

generations think of this |

man?

MAN HUNT

BUTLER

..

|

(_r:) WAVES to # capaci ty crowd before addressing a meeting

In 1837, & sympathetic ¢ oo kers at NUGFW hall on Labour Day, June 21, 1972,

British Governor found him
sincere “though glven to
histrionics, a man, extra-
vagant In his views and in
bis ways of expressing
them.”

Shortly after that he was
the central figure In a man
hunt with a price of $500
on his head and later a
Commission of Enquiry
Referred to him as a fana-
tical Negro.

To a journalist, writing In
the "“Trinidad Chronicle” In
1956, ““Butler was the oddest
figure in Trinidad’s political
waxworks''— a villain to
some, a martyr to others,
A fraud to many and But-
lerlsm a quaint conjuring

plece for sociologists and a

handy ship for a few profes-
slonal stowawavs”.,
But by 1972, the rebal

had become a hero with a
gratuity and pensjon from
the Government and the
pnation’'s  highest honour
around his neck for out-
standing and distinguished
service in the field of trade
unionism.

It is as a labour leader
that he made his great
mark, and it is as such that
he will be remembered,
even though he was a poli-
tician and his Butler Home
Rule Party came within a
Governor's breath of form-
ing the Government here.

That occurred in 1850 fol-
lowing the general elections
when the Butlerites as they
were known, won six of the
18 seats in the Legislative
Council. Three other par-

ties won two séats each and
there were six Independents
elected.

Instead of calling the
Butlerites to form the
nucleus of the Government,
the Colonial Governor, Sir
Hubert Rance formed a
Government of Independents,
and the Butlerites were out
in the cold, called as it
were but not chosen,

FRUSTRATION

Butler's ways were dif-

ferent. He spoke In Bibli-
cal language, which some,

who knew him well, consid-

ered he did quite deliber-
stely. His listeners, they
reasoned, were familiar
with no other book of litera--

ture than the Bible, and the
language of the Bible was
some they understood.

#He beld meetings in Wood-
ford Square and marched to
Go:;td'nm;nt E:I:. ac:;jm-

y . Waving,
E;mn singing, followers.

In 1972, when the Govern-
ment olly recognised
the events of 1987 as histo-
rical for the labour move-
ment, Mr. Butler, in an
interview, recalled the con-
ditions that existed in the

officlals and sugar estates in

those days

“A man worked for 12
hours a day and was paid
six cents an hour”, he said.
“When workers complained

that got one cent more,
Thers was victimisation,

blackballing, th e infamous
Red Book with the names of
all those who were not to
be given jobs.”

Butler, as someone once
wrote, was the stuffl of which
agitators are made and few
agitators could have found

richer pasiures than those
which Butler encountered in
the south in 1921.

The discovery of oil had!
turned the area into a boom- |
g township, steaming with
vice and squalor, restless
with frustration born of
deprivations.

There were no facilities
for workers such as housing,
and sanitation, and the
wages which were paid
could pot provide the bare
necessities of food. Sickness,
disease, malnutrition stalked
the area.

THE BEGINNING

Into this, Butler came
from Grenada in 1921, His
plan was to join a brotger
who was working there, pet
himself a job, save some
money and got to the United
States. What made him
change his mind and decide
to stay here will never be
known. But he became in-
volved with the grievances |
of the workers, and began
to take wup their causes.
More and more came to
him, and be began to hold

eetin

houses for exploration pur-
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Tubal Uriah “Buzz” Butler

1950 !

I RESULTS AT

195

A GLANCE

ELECTIONS

(Figures in brakets in first column indicate number of

candidates fielded by the party.)

PARTY

ELECTED MAJORITY

SEATS

3 B Political Pro-

gress Group (2)

2,193
388

Port-of-Spain N
St. George W.

BN . ribbean

| 8 Socialist Party

3,836
1,500

Eastern Counties
Tobago

S Butler Home
Rule Party (17)

4,522
211
138

5,084

3,384

St. Joseph
Victoria N.
Victoria S.

St. Patrick W.
Ortoire-Mayaro
Caroni S.

1,993
2,083

Port-of-Spain K.
Laventille

Union
8 Council (6)

None Returned

& Independents

.i! (91)

13

R. A. JOSEPH
AJODHASINGH
RANJIT KUMAR

235
1,883
1,219
2,475
1,408
2,502

L ¥_No ﬁﬂai returng but issue not doubt.

1897-1977

Born
Tubal Uriah Butler was born on January 21st 1897 in Bluggo
Cottage, Georgetown, Grenada.

Education

Butler attended St. George’s Anglican School in Grenada which
had a high reputation. Butler’s father was a sexton at St. George’s
Anglican which gave Butler this opportunity.

War Service

At age 17 he volunteered in the first contingent of British West
India Regiment and then served in the First World War in Egypt
and Palestine.

Following his return from the war, he formed the Grenada
Representative Government Movement and the Grenada Union
of Returned Soldiers.

Butler’s Move to Trinidad

1921 — Butler moved to Trinidad attracted by the flourishing oil
industry. He worked as a pipe-fitter at the Roodal Oil fields. In
1929, he sustained an injury in the oil fields which left him with a
permanent limp.

1922-1931 - Butler became actively involved in the Moravian
Baptist Church and by 1931 he became the Church’s chief pastor.

Emergence as working class leader

1935 — Butler joined Captain Arthur Andrew Cipriani’s Trinidad
Labour Party (TLP) (formerly called the Trinidad Workingmen'’s
Association -TWA) and in March led a hunger march from the Apex
ollbelt to Port of Spain for higher wages and improved working
conditions. This marked the beginning of Butler’s emergence as a
working class leader. In 1936 Butler left the TLP and formed his
own party.

1937 — He organized a sit down strike which proved to be the
catalyst for future labour movements. The turning point of the
oilfield workers’ riot began when police attempted to arrest Butler
while addressing a meeting on the evening of June 19th. Qilfield
workers clashed with police officials which resulted in a bloody
battle. Fourteen (14) people were killed, fifty nine (59) wounded
and hundreds arrested. Among the casualties and injuries were
several police officers notably Sub Inspector William S. Bradburn
who was shot and Corporal Charlie King who was beaten and
burnt. On September 9th Butler surrendered. He was tried and
freed on the charges of sedition but was jailed for two (2) years for
Inciting riot.

1939 — In May 1939 he was released from jail but in November
Butler was arrested and detained as a security risk under the
defense regulations during World War Il. He spent six (6) years in
detention on Nelson Island and was not released until the war was
over in 1945. On his release from jail, Butler intensified his efforts
for home rule and social justice.

1946 — Butler called a general strike.

1947 — Followers of Butler gathered in Port of Spain and stormed
the Red House and as a result Butler was expelled from the Qilfield

Workers Trade Union (OWTU).

Political Career

1936 — Butler formed his own party, The British Empire Workers
and Citizens Home Rule Party (BEWCHP).

1950 —The Butler Party won a seat to represent St. Patrick West
In the Legislative Council.

1950 — 1961 — Butler served in the Legislative Council.

1958 — He ran for Federal Elections and was defeated by Hussain
Shah.

1961 — He ran for General Elections and contested the La Brea
seat.

Achievements

1970 — Butler received Trinidad and Tobago’s highest award ‘The
Trinity Cross’ for his contribution as a labour leader and reputation
as a fighter for the people. He was regarded as the hero of the
people.

1972 — June 19th, the anniversary of the Oilfield Wokers’ riots of
1937, was declared an annual holiday by Act 19 of 1972 and is
celebrated as Labour Day.

1988 — The Princess Margaret Highway was renamed ‘The Uriah
Butler Highway’ in his honour.

Death of a Hero
1977 — Butler died on Sunday 20th February 1977. He was given
a State Funeral and buried on February 24th at Fyzabad.

Sources:

Anthony, Michael. Historical Dictionary of Trinidad and Tobago. Scarecrow
Press Inc, London, 1997.

Beckles, Hilary and Verene Shepherd. Caribbean Freedom: Economy
and Society from Emancipation to the Present. lan Randle Publishers,
Kingston, Jamaica, 1996.

Bolland, Nigel, O. The Politics of Labour in the British Caribbean. lan
Randle Publishers Ltd, Jamaica, 2001.

National Library and Information System Authority website, “Biographies
A-C7% 12 June 2012. http://www?2.nalis.gov.tt

Trinidad Guardian. “Oilfield strikers clash with Police.” June 18th, 1937. P. 1

Trinidad Guardian “Butler dies.” February 21st 1977. P. 9.
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CONSTITUTION.—Continued,

CONSTITUTION.—Continued.

Nominated Member:
Hon. Leonard Courtney Hannays, K.C., 21st October, 1950,
Tirst appointed, 16th July 1946.

Blected Members:—Cont’d.

o5 et Stk b
Elected Members: 1950. Pirst elected, 10th July, 1946

Hon. Albert Gomes, 20th October, 1950.

Minister for Labour, Industry and Commerce.
First appointed, 16th July 1946.

Hon. Roy Joseph, O.B.E., 20th Oectober, 1950.
Minister for Education and Social Service.
First appointed, 16th July 1946.

Hon, Vietor Bryan, 20th October, 1950.

Minister of Agriculture and Lands,

Hon. Norman Tang, 20th October, 1950.

Minister for Health and Local Government,

Hon. Ajodhasingh, 20th Oetober, 1950.
Minister for Communieations and Works,
Governor’s Secretary and Clerk to the Executive Council:
Joseph O’Connor, M.B.E.

1950. First elected, 10th July, 1946,
yThe Hon. Ajodhasingh, (St. Patrick East),

The Hon. Edwin L. Duval, (S, George West)
The Hon. Aubrey E, l'Talm'ss,J (Port-of-Spain)
/The Hon. Pope McLean, (Pointe-a-Pierre)

The Hon. Bhadase S. Maharaj, (Tunapuna)
The Hon. Charles G. Netto, (St. George Hast)
[The Hon. Ramon Quevedo, (Laventille)

/The Hon. Ashford Sinanan, (Naparima)

The Hon..Mitra G. Sinanan, (Caroni South)

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.

SALARY OF LEGISLATORS,
Speaker:
"John Lewis Henry William Savory, K.C., appointed.

Deputy Speaker:
The Hon. Sir Gerald R. Wight, appointed, 20th October, 1950;

Nominated Members:
The Hon. Leonard Courtney Hannays, K.C., 6th October, 1950,
First appointed, 31st May, 1943, '

Nominated and Elected,
Executive Council:
Ministers

Others - 2 g 4,800
3

Legislative Council:

The Hon. Chanka Maharaj, (St. Joseph), 18th

“The F { < ; ] : =
I'he Hon. Ranjit Kumar, (North Caroni), 18th September,

September,

18th Sept. 1950,

1

The Hon. Tubal U. B, Butler, (St. Patrick West) ,
;)

The Hon. Stephen O. Maharaj, (Ortorie-Mayaro) ,,

2

-

The Hon. Audrey Layne Jeffers, M.B.E., 6th October, 1950: Speaker ;i ! ; 2 0en s
First appointed, 15th July, 1946. Depiity Speaker 1 e g ,960 do.
The. Hon Harold Ernest Robinson, 6th October, 1950. Member 1 ! : ko
; 4

First appointed, 15th July, 1946. .
The Hon. Henry Arthur Bennett, M.B.E., 6th October, 1950,
First appointed, 3rd January, 1949.

The Hon. Sir Gerald Robert Wight, 6th October, 1950 1
Elected member from 26th June, 1941 to 14th June, 194688

Parties Contesting The Election.
Elected Members:

The Hon. Roy Joseph, O.B.E., (San Fernando), 18th Sep&s Independent :

. 1950. First elected, 6th June, 1941, - t'}' | Butler B 91 6

The Hon. Albert Gomes, (Port-of-Spain North), 18th Sepl, ,ﬂ“ibbean ﬁ:ﬂtialist petad : 18 6
1950. First elected, 9th July, 1945. ‘ Trinidaq B Paﬁt- 'y F 12 1

/The Hon. Viector Bryan, (Eastern Counties), 18th Septemher; Wbs Uuioh Councilly s 12 9
1950, TFirst elected, 10th July, 1946. k. Politioa) B Al 3 2 0

/The Hon, Alfonso P. T. James, (Tobago), 18th Septembefy ALOUD . 2 2

—

1950, Pirst. eleeted, 10th July, 1946,

do,
do.

"The Hon. Norman Tang, (Port-of:Spain South)

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS, 1950,

7
n
2
n
»

L

9,

2

$6,720 per annum
do.

Candidates Elected Votes Cast

94,075
41,939
24,446
14,992
9,025
6,507

. Sl TR
I addition ¢ salary as member of Couneil,
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LABOUR
PROBLEM IN
THE SOUTH

T\/IINOI{ labour troubles are 7ye-
povted from South Trinidad
where, it is said, number of men
lnf‘.ll_ll_]m:{ ganys of ¥.W. 00
and oilfield labourers have gone
cn strike during the past
week, Meetings are being held
In  various towns daily and
i1 number of circulars signed
hy one T. Uriah Butler, who stiyles
Bimee'f Supreme Chief Servant of
Brt'sh IEmnrivre Worlkers and Citi-
zens Home Rule Party, have been
civeuloted amone some oilfield em-
ployees e2ll'ng on them to stage a
“sit down"” strike on Tuesday.
It 1s not expected that many la-
honrers will comply with his eir-
cular.

—.-—-—.-—-__..._...._....,.____,..__-‘ L e . r w——— — ————

4 ARDIA /'_",.-' __.’j:u'-l, & 3 6? ) ,/3 7 !_./. 1Gé a

ACTION

Butler emerged as a labour leader after he
led the 1935 strike at the Apex Oilfields.

A EALMEMEA LA LATLAIL Y

10

for higher wages and

improved living and working conditions

t of living, intensified

after he formed his own party - the British
Empire Workers and Citizens Home Rule
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&) [ he 1NEY nd bhosses have ha [._'.::' us o pron onr right

a,:‘" \ o hife and | appiness, batash freeaom and jui [I}' ol opp -|1.11r.m_\

S/ W istencee with themselves,

or
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>\ Sons of Ireedom as we are, we bravely accept the challenge.

- [ : L s - 2 ’ S

And I iecepling same, we have decided on a general sit-down

4 Strike of O Workers of the Colony to win more pay and wore

all-round conditions of Life and Labour in the Colony’s Oil

e T

: I:;d':s?'\';na:ﬂirw;lnrixn Our orders to you are to sit right down on
? vour jobs on and after letting the bosses know that you
, ' are under orders to cease work and to have no discussion whatever
5 with them : hola vourselves in readiness to defend your rights—
4 Vo 10l L',j.':;-‘v‘.! all-comers,

an attitude of stern defiance against any

Yon

f :§<'.'| te

t maintain
vou leave your jobs.
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Crash every effort of irresponsible elements mside onr ranks to

act in an unworthy or un-British manner.

We u'hn he
victory or die in the attem; order you to
loyal Bl HL [1 us zh  Blood
epjoy the pri "-: les of British Freedom and
s in our Trinidad. The fight
to do vour duty
\ man ‘”
'r S .-IH
chock the enemn s shall pi'0 them belore the face
1! hations. e and tongues, our riy Lt to Life and H}
' I l"i' ity o '
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'HREE KILLED, |[peat Muce || FLASHES FROM STRIKE AREAS

|

. R Il v 3 " - Cﬁ’ﬂt’l’“lis San Fernando, 9.30 am. strike, Clerks were stopped ail the |
i 1 " : . Reaping gangs from La Fortune | pates this morning and forbidden to
— f " 4 . B Tl'ﬂf‘ic Sugar Estate are reported here to | enter, Peazeful demonstrations are
) ! have gone on strike, taking place in the village.
|
g 2

. : ' : San Fernsndo Wharf employecs

! i B N B . have also gone on strilke ns well as —
l Nj’ U R E D A Port.of-Spain deaf mute s | lorry-loaders employed by contrac- Pointe-a~Plerre. 1 pan.

° ° ' reported as having, taken it upon | tors for Trinidad Leaseholdsd,’ Twenty-siXx members of the re-

] himself to comtrol traffic at the| They say they were offered 25| gular siafl of Leascholds have Léen

; l n e p l I 1( mee lngs rO l I g O l I d‘J | E\rerrirng Néwh. Corves Lot corner of Queen and Fredevick |Per cent. more but they refused. créedted special constablas, All gates

Streets this morning. ave closed and are under heavy
& ¢ guard. Pointe-a-Pierie 5 now
: Point Fortin, Mﬁ'ﬂda}'- noorn, Vor somst Hine Mo SlFRGION-ING S4n’ Fernando, 10 a.nm. practically descrted as afl strikers
. [IWO. men.and a:14-year-old boy were killed and ‘several [cavs o, and held them wp s ne || Strikig Hofiuery workers told) have gone 10 San Fernsodo
o L thowught fit, until « polee officer . = :
. others injured when a squad of police under Cap- (,,,e,,.,,p,:d Aiva. v they were offercd two cénts an -
: i hour more but they refused it Ia Brea, noon.
° @in E. T. Essex fired on a mob which attacked  themr: e el a sanilly of.  gotlia All work on the Plich Lake was
ith stones, sticks and bottles. on traffid: duty owiny to the oil suspended this morning on’ordes ot

stritce; Pointe-a<Pierre, 925 a.m. the exzeutives. Striking oilfield

ah Eleétrie, s ' cnergy| workers from Kern and otk AT
‘ « r 1 . < < : s t The known dead are: > |aré c:n.:pf:::;;m ::::‘ g.;:;' ‘;;:i: ‘&‘0 oilfields :w: m:u;:ti i{n E: %‘::.':1.
an C arge 1 1nC1 1ng rlO S an W].t * Letimox Férdinmand, 36, Refinery foreman, and =K. are oleaning up the shops ana but no violence i8 reported,

{ conlpots are being weed to  cook

| Emmanuel St. Claiv, 14, Drum Shed employee. WHERE ARE THEY? |wod with wood and kerosene as L e—
. furl. Others are now  quitting _San Fernando, 1030 a.m
The known wounded are: The Detective Department would | and the exodus of strikers begun, [ 1T.W.D. transport work in the

~ Alfoniso Sinnette, 40, rigman (shot in neck). at Chaguanas, g B — ]
5 ‘ wando - 130 am: # !_'.1-11'.1.0_:5';1,':- wonrkers in San L
mtrl Chance, 28, painter— ot % batween Fernanto hava -also gong oh _"
(oot in chest.)

strike.
|

b b ° ® - ke to get in toueh with Charles Minor acts of sabotage ure report- | Plile "fil”‘-i.'-' . of £t Patrick has
S e ltlon O OWIng 1S Sp eec ma e tO %Mhlll' Wright, 26, mechanic, (shot in arm). aha Eaeah NEeiss whe onde lived ed, Excitemeri continues, een held up Ly strikers.
| & f yribmen and employers at |
¢ Trouble began after a sit- £oiny Fortin have Leen brouwht to |
down: strike was begun in all | hospital here wonnded. They are: P \
shops in the United British L ' ARTHUS WRIGHT, mechanic 26, i
OlRds camp this morning, shot in arm. » Pointa-a.-Plesie, 12 ncon

OrKersS 11 zabad. e was summoned to |
‘ A mob erected a barrier on ALFONSO SFINNETTE, rigman, 40, A cool wind is blowing and skies
the. road and gathered near it. ; shet in neck an' shoulder. are overcasy lending gloom to the
Inspector Essex went with a . vitrolie atmosphere. Crowds of |

[ ]
e I] l I n ‘ ] squad of men to remove the » i‘»'-!!"lfl:!* ara marching to the staff
a ar O e al e O a ear barrica and while they were La Bred, 1130 aam. -";_-1'1'1',\'-0'-\5 to enforge ths suppert
° I I | floing so the mob began throw- . Large crawds ar: massed in the|9f @ few remaining cooks and |
iig stones and botiles at them. stregfs. hefé while the “sif gdwn” | malds |
n |

he mob was warned but they strike on -alf olifields in this arca

e ® ° ° hnd;’.ed and the police fired two . . ;?aﬁn;;wev:? fghting has taken e |
19 June, police tried to arrest him while FesseeesFERNAND mvmws |
, E&Md REE SRR , ) ANl T.P.D. omployees here ara on |

STRUCK ON HEAD. - Euvening News Correspondent

. Polnteza-Pierre.
L8t Clair, the boy, Was an em-

° 'y
. < e e o “wow atleged |)NE THOUSAND workmen of Trinldad Leaseholds Re-
a reSSI I l g Wor erS 1 I l y Za a l I 1S I have been on his way to work finery who went on strike this morning have gone

i : :
Eﬁm he was shot. He was sruck linto San Fernando and are marching through the
| g ““ﬁa;“e‘:tr‘ﬂi‘:“ﬂy-- ime |Streets, singing, dancing and closing down work,

° ° Em:: “?;ds:;fd for 20 minutes They went through Mucw- the staff bungalows and ordered

pcien f » domestic servants to sto work

r . ie t rapo Street, closed down work B -

O O ‘ v erS reSlS e IS arre St. [The sltuation is now quiet BULY s o o ‘market, ordered the | Some would not comply with their
78 Ford Service Station  closed | ordei

: and are now going to ofher All steam, gas and  electric
streets, energy were shut down and some

. Only minor violence so far | femilies had to cook thelr meals
’3 ﬁic‘al has bene veported and the |in coal-pots using wood as fuell
‘ i scenek are miore réminiscent of An effort was made by some of

carnival than a strike, the regular employees to start the
atement The strike began in the Dubbs | tlectric plant but this was unsue.

5 official statement, relessed| Cracking Plant this morning and ::::]‘;; ti&::_‘;i onfde::%: i I“‘yd"“t'

bin the Colonial Sectétary’s Office | soon spread throughout the camp | po oo goas, 3 n;‘n o3 rﬁié" 1}‘;

s morning stated that advantage} Some clerks were ordered by the | ,..4 5,

taken of the growing unrést) strileers to stop work and the rest

d rising cost of living on the | were told by thkir employers 1o go MINO NCACEME .
élds by n man named Butlef. | home, R CACRNAN I

LRy Couardian, June B0

2 ll’ \ l l}l’J'(bN Regisleved ul GP.O., Londun.
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Ancheovies in 0il

tEarly in June, a sumumons Wwas Yeinns
. ) engagements only Thave
YSTR GUT 1L i o on Butler on a4 minor OFFER REFUSED
STRAIGHT FILLETS, ! Wrge. Ho fotled to appear and been reported, one official having
|

ROLLED, WITH CAPERS™ B arrested but veleased on ball.| Representatives of the  strikers] ceD injured in the head and an-

B June 19, a warrant was obtain- | jnrerviewed the Hom'ble H. C W, other seized and disarmed when

) F.5 U i wiT 1 b i 3 4 B 3
, e NIUFVED WITH fl for his arrest on & more SeriOUs | yohngton who offered to incrense SPEONERR Yllenal n wiEn
| ANCHOVIES | fge, and the police arrived at]iye wages of the lowest pald by Mr. Twrnbull, it is reporied
. M e | rbad o arrest him. two cents an hour, from  seven ot set d 1 ,
b ln‘l.'l"(‘(l Ca hhdg' 2.0z2. Tins IRe, Butler ay, thp time was ad- i y b : it s b S
1 | Rt an op'en S P cents t0 nine cents, hut the men the teleplhone sxchange and o
By 1b 12e. e B Rl o albe L e soliee atiémptad to: refused to accept this. lorry icuded wih  gusotens
J Pe SUNDAY EDITION OF THE “TRINIDAD GUARDIAN . ag‘imtlﬁr;'hw::fit{f }:I.mn}:p Mr, Johnston then affered to| drums was empticd. ;
18 * i3 . - . R il .~ _ - — Py e —— S — - C i ! & C I d i 5 o further consider thelr. demands and
S e T e e I e e —— e TR e M e A ¢ L PR e —— - — e e e e & P poiss. X1y T annin . 0. Lid. : the men left seying they would Jashua T. Ward, a former news-
d Cﬂ““i“g & Co. Lid. No. 5992, 20th, Year Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, British - West Indies June 20, 1957, Prize: TWO PENCE. | g (| B return tomorrosw; paper reporter, was chased by an
\ l NOo., 9992, 20th il Dpalli, ad, ; ; HIA R R .ot L L. L R <1 - ¢ Tt A - Mt 2 b g HINERAL NOTICE The strikers then guathered | 8ngry mob when he commented
FI g = e I AT S e e ——— iy e = outside the field and for @ |on the strike
j‘ - time violence was feared, Only All office mail and many docu-
: ends are asked to atiend the minor vielence so foy has ments have heen taken to the
' sl of Sub-Inspectoy W, 5. heen veported, however. railway statlon for safekeeping,

gburn which will take place a! Polles and Volunteers eame and Sale of gasolene hss been dis-

DILFIELD STRIKERS CLASH WITH POLICEE=== =

“uard and transport vehicles are at #

rehed | on nremiun

imes Barracks to  the Mititary ' arve still maintaining
metery at St James The warkers then
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| Sub—Inspector
Shot Dead

K S

‘ Strike_ B '.‘ BLOODY BAr 1rI‘LE
e || 1AQT NIGHT

E News

gl N | | N

MOVE TO END,JT_T':E
e Pon Seae wion TRINIDAD GUARDIAN.  WEDNESDAY, JUNE 23 1937.

Bhe following proclgmation was issued by thé Goavernbr yesterday
8 By His Exceilendy Sir Arthur George Murchison Fletcher,
KOM.G, BE, Governor and Commander-in-Chief In

N andl over thé Colony of Trinidad and ''obago. 1

dssued under the provisions of the Summary Con- |

Btlon Offences Ordinance, Chapter 25, relating to

e VY IS B -

PEACE PRESERVATION

':I'J"- AS by Section 70 of the Summary Conviction Offences OT-
oe, it is enacted as follows!—-

T
| ]
Lid
<

C o o ——— —

—_

| . S T
RER Iodt 1o the Mimmtag et THE STRIKE AT A G

riani, the President-General of the

= oty
i ~

Trinidad Labour Party, submits & .
. . as fOllOWs:— e, WA R six-point basis for improvement of. s ; e TP ; ~= = - s PRI ra e Somres i enasd) <
Whe Governor may, by proclamation, prohibit during periods spec ’ s A A A AR I S NI AN CH YN AP 5. 0 A0 S BUIBIN G (Y KA W A0 e AN L i B hp W 200 FRSPPRII TRy IS OB SPCRRIESE e Sk o
' fied respectively in the proclamation all or any of the following { workers' conditions. 1o f :
B things in-any street, highway, or public place: Any procession, D i ;

" and any assemblage or collection of persons armed with sticks
B or other weapons of ¢ffence and numbering ten or more.

8iloh proclamation may extend to the whole colony or to some

B Specified parts or part thereof, and may at any time be I¢-

Dear Sir, _
The Trinided Labour Par- .
ty submits the following gonditions
as basis for discussion and feel

| voked. : . : A f thni. xl;:; the cven]: of t:xrfir[?ei?g afi:ﬁ .
Iy person who does any act or takes part in any progession, as- 't 5” Oropouche, 10.45 p.m. s SRR e AM S N was shot cepiable to workels, the Party will. "

B semblage, or collection contrary to any such proclamation shail g Bporal  Charlie King is  dead SUB-INSPECTOR WILLIAM S, BRADBUR? = be willing t0 enter into negotiation

2 pe liable to a penally nol exceeding twenty pounds, or to im- 4 :

besiten o death by an dead, Corporal Charlie King bealen uf deatk -a.n_tl
M mob during the fighting a0d | burned, and many other Police officers, N.C.0.’s and civili-
: y suturiated with petiro] and ans wounded in a hlumly clash between Police and strik-
laze. : i illi ' .rs in Fyzabad last night.

JRetiad, ey not '..mmu_v = ‘EII‘E]I:;lJ?x:rx(;rklE;:s“lblé{ween szabag and , Oropouche
t o ad, that the police have re- : _ : 5 ; ' ‘ -
iiigrerore, I, ARTHUR GPORGE MURCHISON RETCBDS. Mstructions to fire on the| werg cut, making it difficult for news to reach the city.

a3 aforesaid, do he';b? 1!;:“““:%‘ f:ltl. a :)S!:;‘ll‘?t(lila;i‘ﬂozi ::)?:Ltﬁ Mo defend themsclves. Thﬂ‘ Reports filtering through by relay from Oropouche,
W 2 | & > — i i - . 3 . - ¥

pbt:u::rls‘!;do;';till:%ﬂi;ﬁi oraothtr we:Pons of offence and + o P Taem. TRAL) FE4 hewever, indicated L,hat' Uhe ﬁgl’lt was still FEOETeOMIRE

Being ter or more, and all processions other than those of a relig- } at a late hour last night.

Bracter or incidental to a religious ceremony, in the stréets, high-

with employers with a view of
bringing the unfortunate situation
to a satisfactory issue: 5
(1) Increase of wages i every
channel of cmployment by
25 per ceni. Oilfleld employ=-
ment by 38 per cent.
(2) Basis to be onn an 8-hour day.
(3) Overtime from 6 pm. tOo.
midnight TIME and a bhalf.

' brisonment, with or without hard labour, for any termn 1Ot
B exceeding six months.

whereas it is expedient in the interest of good order and for
svation of the peace that the powers conferred on the GOV
s exercised in the manner hereinafter appearing.

WOODFORD LODGE.
SUaAR  STRIKE

A R A N AN 8 B P il N
0B ;
rnn

4 By
z

: Midnight to 6 a.m. Double Y - : :
: . : P W D STRIRER ! e : D 2w .
+1 1 olony, 44 9 p.m. it was repor ted l Time, Y S o H it '

; . nlaces in the following specified parts of the COION) 1 4 I ) . _ . :

. o Apeee f San Farnando 11.00 pm. that . Sub-Inspector Bradburn The strikes yesterday followed 4) Two ‘;fleeks’ holiday Wlthpax -' ' : : R
- o ¢ iatations rd die shot wounds a series of minor labour disturb- annually. ey '

. nties of Victoria and St. Patrick. ' : en from out stations hid digd of gquns . a series of min ur \ - Xhe

;4?13?1;‘3 further enjoin all persons to refrain from taking ! ) c!ed in and despatched in W's side, Inspector Power had ances that have been taking place (%) Na-t.iqna.l Insurance  and/or -
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Squad of Marines from H.M.S. Exeter smile as they pose for
the “Guardian” cameraman with their Lewis guns and “Tin hats.”
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BUTLER’S ARREST

3 dlfi warrant for his arrest.”

ARREST OFFERED
BY POLICE

LLOW[NG on repeated attempts to effect the arrest
_Mm Butler, said to be the instigator of the recent
riats in South Trinidad, the Police today offered a reward
~ of $500 for information leading to his detention.

b The following notice has been issued by the LanLCLO!-'
“General of Constabulary, the Hon'ble A. §. Mavrogordato.

. “A reward of Five Hundred Dollars will be paid to any

’:wﬁ -or persons giving information which will lead to
arrest of Uriah B. Butler, of Fyzabad, who is wanted

AND TRIAL

After theriots, Butler fled into hidingand emerged
three months later under an agreement to testify
before a visiting British Commission. He was

subsequently arrested and jailed for two years.
In May 1939, he was released from jail but in
November he was arrested and detained on
Nelson Island as a security risk under the defense
regulations during World War II. He was released
when the war was over in 1945. He continued
his plight for social justice and served on the
Legislative Council from 1950-1961.
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ICE ON BUTLER’S HEAD

In the event of such information -~

No.

BUTLER SURRENDERS .. .

aken

508

EVEN INGN EWS

Into  Custody

ESCORT OF

Tax

POLICE

Drive

LIEUTENANTS
WITH HIM

URIAH BUTLER, alleged organiser of the Trinidad oil-
fields strikes, whom the Police have been hunting since
June 19, surrendered himself quietly this morning. He

was dressed in
long flowing black beard.

Anticipating ‘Butler’'s sur-
render, because today is the
day appointed for Butler’s

- British Empire Citizens and

Home Rule Party to give ev-

Commis-
sion of Inquiry, police, volun-
Teers and a unit of armed
marines from H.M.S. Apolle
had been mobilised at Police
Headquarters.

A crowd of only a few hundred
<urious City residents gathered to
w.ines=s the surrender, however.

Butler, accompanied b yiwo of hig
leutenants, Stanley Thomas, of Fy-
zabad ,and Charles Grifliths, o
Chin Chin Read, is reported to haves
a taxi orn Chin Chin Road
near Qunupia, 13 miles from Port.
oi-Spain, this morning, and told the
duiver to drive them to Police Head-
auarters. Port-of-Spain,

neat blue suit, black bow tie and wore a

police not to put their hands on him
as he would come qguietly.

He -was then taken- into Head-
quarters and the gates closed to
keep out the crowd. At Headquar-
ters he waes taken into the Inspec.
tors Office and questiorned in  the
presence of his lawyer and Colonel
Mavrogordato, =

In the meantime the name of-the
British Empire Citizens and Home
Rule Party had been called i nthe
Council Chamber 'of the Red House
where the ®ommission of Tnquiry
was sitting. As there was no ap-
péarance, however, the Chairman
adjourneq the meeting for half an
hour when the next witness was (o
be taken,

No efficial t'tat(‘mont has yet been
iscued 2s to whep Butler will be
aliowed to give evidence before the
Commission. M is understood that
he is making an application for bail

Later this morning it was learnt
that no bail would be grapted him.
He was teken to the Royal Gaol.

M » Arrests Made
BN ¥t By more pecsons than Ors rrests ade In
i -

- one, the reward will be divided pro- Sonth Qﬁnﬂﬁlﬂll’ \l"l'
wmﬂly in the discretion of the Evraing Neéews Correspondent Jinestine Jones and MMt weiieved th frew il moe
mr‘(}eﬂeml of Constabulary. San Fernando. Diaz (Fyzabad) crvested i he opened cvery marning wn-

2 Sqeven move Mrresis 10 eye connection 10087 ti- i iedey (dl the same Nonur.

effected in Southern oilfield of Chayilie King, Coondius As o furthe: stgn of the
mmti(m may be gwen to the areas over the weekend, Charlie, JIunlius Sobers aQnd vetnrn o novmaicy ta Lthe
l‘hlpocwr-General ‘of Con%tabu;al'y On Friday, thiree peérsons Vernon Jones (Fy=abad, e nilfield arens, police constoa-
S o “to any Commissioned Poliee were arrested in  Fyzabad, rosted on 4 chitrge of witlacc- Lies were ToCdl goimg arownd

o and these were followed by il assembly, Fitcroy e - Caly, serelnc Swmmonses.
; ’ two more arirests on Sotir- hert, and Aynes Herher! Wany strikecs who tywrned
: day wighi. Yesterday, two fApext, arrested on o charne wp war the otifields bo vosueme

’ ’ I > ? ar: ;
A. 8 MAVROGORDATO, further arrests weve m.rrdr at of wunlawjfu! assembly. waile. wbeve toll to-entt baok
Apex. Liquor shops in the Sowuth ates the ccek, as flelds
COlOne' The arrvested persomsg dr€ ns wenre opened wntil 12 e nal el réadu ta a9 into
5l Jollows - noon, on Satwvday, and it is ape .« iion;
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FOLICE ESCORT

uarters were notified -from
Ran JLI’lJ that Butler ha-g passed
that village and a sgquad of .men
under Inspector Liiddelow andiser.
f#F€3nt Major Kelly set out from
Headqguarters to meet him They
met him on South "Quay driving in
taxi-cab H3734, sitting in the back
€eat between hig two lieutec

cilants.
When the ecar in which Butler,
Wis arrived outside Headgquarters,
Inspector Liddelow and Sergeants-
Major

Kelly were on the footboard.
A

squad of armed volunteers was

drawn up op the pavement and an_

other squad of mounted police kept

order in the crowd. Colonel Mav-

| rogordzto went out personally to
bring him in to the siation.

L Butler was met . on the pavement
.r'by Mr. E. P. Bruyning, Barrister-at-
Elaw, and they had a conference for
iseveral minutes while the crowd g=a-
thered around pressing to see him.
‘Police in the meantime diverted all |
fraffic from St. Vincent Street.

TO GIVE EVIDENCE ' -

Butler was overheard to say that -
he had come in ot give evidence to
tne Commission. He was also ask.-
the Commission, He also askegd the
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Butler Sedmon Trial:

Judge Sums Up
Today

THE CASE IN WHICH T. URIAH BUZ BUTLER IS

CHARGED WITH SEDITION IS LIKELY TO GO TO
THE JURY THIS AFTERNOON.

THIS CASE IN WHICH BUTLER IS CHARGED

WITH MAKING USE OF HI“.I)IFIIU[TB WORDS AT FYZA-
BAD JUNCTION ON MAY 9, 1937, OCCUPIED THE AT-
TENTION OF HIS HONOUR MR. JUSTICE A. C. ROBIN-
SON AND A JURY, IN THE SECOND PORT-OF-SPAIN
ASSIZE COURT TWEI VE DAYS, INCLUDING TODAY.
This case in which Butler i8¢ —m™ —ouu--
charged with making use of sedi-['“»nm? ourselves to arrest to prove
tious words at Fyzabad Junction it. We are in a British country
on May 9, 1937, occupied the at- A0d it is a British Constitution.

tention of His Honour Mr. Justice! *“We are prepared to preach
A. C. Rcbinson and a jury, in "Ven In the ears of the King. We
the Second Port-of-Spain Assize |2re prepared to fight and shed
Court twelve days, including to- |’h ir blood itnp be free, so Lance-
day, f'”I 1] John, vou have given us
M M. Sinanan appeared for more strength We hove been
Butler and Mz, €. W, B. mnmimffri to go to the Governor, We
Waorrell, the Acting Solicitor- Nave heen mandated even for that
General prosecuted for the Crown |d—n bastard the Warden who sav
On resumption this morning His there was no land, but he could
Honour sen'med up as follows: [Elve it to the white men  But
Gentlemen. -the sccused - stands'™@2at d-—-n vagabond he could g

1VeE
‘charged with an offence which is|i't to them ty wmake a village 'm|

known in law as sedition. Tue |those places Vessigny and L
perticulars of that offence as set|Brea in their mad scramble for
cat in this indictment is as fol- \ml .
tlnws: That the accused gn the ‘Tt is the Fascist Imperialist |

Oth of May, 1937, at Fyzabad in|Pand that is sinking
the County of St. Patrick, uttered |°I'Y. These enemies
the following word or words to|Constitution in
the same effect to wit: “Last Sun-|them have been

us into slav- |
of the Bl'ii‘ishi
Trinidad, Some of |

(Fovernors, some !

day I warned you that you must|Colonial Secretaries, Some of the |

be prepared to defend your homes|Judges. like Judge Gilchrist, like |

make no mistake about it. T want|®e"b2in British Judges, ““‘“il*

fo gshow you what we are meet- | ustice under their feet,

ing. You are not foolsheads. ing o the length of the purse .
“Your conditions.are like slay-|lhey give justice The Magistrate

f
:

erv. We are prepared to fight and |9NlV give justiee to the rich and
fight like ‘h—1. Let the police |'? the poor m&bh he will say: “Go
write, we stand on guard we | there: go ty gacl

are going to fight like h—]. We| ~ow friends and comrades T
have no fear for Detective Lance-|?™ 10 rémigd you ihal the talk
Corporal John or even the Gover- |'oWigbl Is & most = serious one
nor. They could call it sedition |’ the pollée write 1 have sworn
if they like, there j5 nOROWer even in heaven

"Wa have bheén sn far as 1o (Cont fhee 3)

THE PEOPLE,

SATURDAY JULY

ASE GOES TO THE

" {CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) there were gaps in
ask yvoursslves.this,

you Ieard of

the=e notes, but
gentlemen: have

context with
which these notes or these senten-

o make me turn.

I am prevared
to. he arvrested,

any
I am prepared to

dis ces cap be =ald to be assoclated,
In this fight I ecan only com-|which would throw n different in-

promise with fair play; not with| terpretation or light upon thiese

the Ccolonel that d—mn bastard. | words? I

Tet the police” write, Where I am

standing I can challenge the
Kinz:,

It is for you to say whether, as
they stand, they have been divoreed
from any context, whether you have
neard anvthing in anything that is
gomz before. these words that were
written dowp which would throw a
different light from that which they
bear on the face of it

It has alse been suggested that it

“The King must be guided by
the Rritish Constitution, If wyou
find the King is not foing the
thing you want wyou can enll
upen him and if he does not
voun ecan break the law and come
nul in open rebellion!”

would be Impossible for ths Cor-
Having a scditious intention to|poral to take down netes in long-
wit, to raise discontent ang disaf-| hand in the manuer in which he
fection amongst His Majesty's sub-|did i{t. But, gentlemen, you have
jects in this (‘olony and to provoke | visited tlie scene of this speach.
feelings of ill-will and hostility be- | You have vourselves been Inte thiat
fween different classes and races|pariour You have noticed the ven-
of such subjects and to bring inte|tilations at the top of the building,
hatred 1m| contempt the adminis-|the counter upon which Corporal
tration of justice. Frice tells you he leant when he
That indietmi=nt, gentlemen. is | took his 1o with a light shin-
frammed under the Sedition Ordin- | ing direetly we his head
ance which provides as follows: There is the accused outside un-
“A seditious intention is an in- |der the shop gallery delivering his
tention to bring into hatred or con- |speech to his audience. And the ac-
tempt, or to excite disaffection | cused himseolf admits that he al

against the person of His Majesty,
or the Government and Constitu-
tion of the United Kingdom or the
Colony, or any other British Fos-
session or Protectorate, as by law
established, or either by Hous» of
Parlinment, or the Executive or
Legislative Councils, or the Ad-
ministration: to excite His Majes-
1y's subjects to attiempt, otherwise
than by lawful meéans to procure
the alteration of any matter in the

loudly when
ing meetings, standing in front
the shop gallery
closed shop

ways speaks address- \

and any one in the |
could Mmar him He
noticed thie wventilation in the shop
door. "I think anyone can hear me
in the shop. I say positively T was
-speaking in a similar tong of voice
to yesterday on thiz 8th of May.”
He also says that he speaks In a
very deliberate manner ang certain

parts of his speech can bz taken
State by latv established: to raise |down in long-hand
discontent or disaffection amongst
: 1t = 13 T to say. zizntlemen,
His Majesty's subjects; S SN SO =

or to pro-
of 1ill-will' and hos-
different classes or

whether it indeed poasible for
the Corporal ta have taken down
on that night in  question thess
words which have been handed to
you and which yvou hizard him give
in the witness-box.

motic feelings
tility between
races of such subjects.”

That is the definitlon which this
Ordinance lays down as constitute

. seditious intention. Then, the ; _ .
Ordinance proceeds tao show vou In wobedience to instructions re-
the converse of the cass of sedi- |ceived [rom his superior officer,

Corporal Price tellz you he attend-
ed a mreeting at Fyzabad Junction
on the ninth of May and that he
listened to the address of the ac-
cused Lo the people on that night.
And this is what the Corporal
says he heard: “Last Sunday I
warned you that you must be pre-
pared to defend your homes, make
I want to

tion and it thus provides:

“But an act, speech, or publica~
tion is not s=ditions by reason only
that it intends to shew that His
Majesty or this or any Government
has begn misled or mistaken in his |
or thelr measures, or to point out
errors or defects in tlye Govern-
ment or Constitution as by law es-
tabi'*hed, with a view to their re-
formation, or to excite His Majes-
ty's subjects to attempt by lawful
means the alteration of any mat-
ter in the State by law established,
or to point out with a view to their
removal by lawiul means, matters
which are producing, or have a
tendency to produce, feelings of
hatred and ill-will between differ-
ent classes or races of His Majes-
ty's subjects.”

CPL. PRICE'S EVIDENCE

At n stage of his summing up
His Honour in referring to the
notes taken by Corporal Price, said:

There iz authority for the pro-
position that sentences of this na- [to be free.
ture taken dowp as they are, may But here I pause for a moment.
form thie subject of a charge on an 1'D:rect your attention to thwe words:
indietment. Now, undoubtedly. | (Continue at Foot of Next Column)

no mistake about L.
show you what we are preaching.
¥ou ars not foolsheads, Your con-
ditions are like slavery. We au2
prepared to fight and fight like h-L
Let the police write, We stand onl
guard. We are going te fight like
h-1, we have no fear for Detective
Lance-Corporal Johp or even the
Governor. They can call it sedition
if they like. We have been so far
as Lo open ourselves to arrest to
prove il. We are in a British coun-
try and it's British (Conistitution.
We are prepared to preach even in
the ears of the King, Ww are pre-
pared to llghr. nml shed their bleod

e  — - . ___
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SHis Excellency the Governor
Bl - in t he Legislative
Buncii yesterday that the une
4 lled labourers on the oil
Ompanies and sugar estates
ve Jegitimate grievauces. He
dmmented on the poverty
'the lower working
pointed oat that
.'e__ was a surplus of
nskilled labour, and stated
lbat the depression in cocoa was
. the root of some of our
$bour troubles.

. His diagnosis of the strike in
fhe oilfields was twofold:
pBlonomic and Racial, He felt
ihat there was a lack of con-
gtact, especially in the larger
.,Pylies. between the Man-
jgement and their employees.
e made an appeal 90 the sugar
to realise that
efll:late wages were in the long
)} the truest economy,
ﬂc admitted that Government
t¥ad their fa ir share of blame
employers.

Hll Excellency spoke of at-
';_- to inspire fear, instead
i respect, tor the white man,

iass should realise that they
bad a greater shield in the
sympathy of their coloured
workers than in any forest of

¥
] .

id said that the white employer £

'~ Strikers Gain Moral Victory

bayonets,

The Acting Colonial Secretary.
Mr: Howard Nankivell. moved
a resolution praying for the
appointment of a Commission
of Enquiry, the Chairman to be
appointed by the 3ecretary of |
State fcr the Colonies, also one
member connected with the
T'rade Union movement; the
other three members to be
nominated by the Governor.
The terms of reference would be
to inquire into the origin and
character of the recent distur-
bances, and the adequacy of the
steps taken to deal with them,
and to make recommendations
thereon,
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Growth of trade unionism

« Working class consciousness intensified.
o 'The 1937 Labour Riots led to the growth of a modern
trade union movement along British lines. By the end of
1938, there were ten trade unions in Trinidad, more than
in any other West Indian colony. They were:

o All Trinidad Sugar Estates and Factory Workers' Trade
Union

o All Trinidad Transport and General Workers™ Trade
Union

o Amalgamated Building and Woodworkers” Union

o Federated Workers’ Trade Union

o Qilfield Workers Trade Union (OWTU)

o Printers’ Industrial Trade Union

o Public Works and Public Service Workers’ Union

o Railway Workers’ Trade Union

o Seamen and Waterfront Workers” Trade Union

Labour legislation improvements

e In 1938 the Trade Disputes Ordinance was enacted. This
law provided machinery for settlement of disputesafter
collective bargaining had broken down.

e In 1939, the Government amended the 1932 Ordinance
to legalize peaceful picketing and give unions immunity
from actions for damages arising out of strikes.

CONSEQUENCES

Initiation of development and welfare
projects in British colonies

o Forster Commission Report

1937 - A Royal Commission of Inquiry appointed to
enquire into the cause of the disturbances recommended
among other matters the formation ofa Labour Department
and the establishment of an Industrial Court.

e Moyne Commission recommendations - basis for
development

1938-1939 — The West India Royal Commission headed
by Lord Moyne investigated conditions in the colonies as
labour disturbances had broken out elsewhere in the West
Indies. Its recommendations influenced British policy
after 1939 with improvements in health services, housing,
and social services, with limited constitutional change and

support for trade union development.

Sources:

Boland, O. Nigel. The Politics of Labour in the British Caribbean, lan Randle Publish-
ers, Jamaica, 2001.

Brereton, Bridget. A History of Modern Trinidad 1783-1962 Heinemann Educational
Books (Caribbean) Ltd, London. 1981.

Rohlehr, Gordon. Calypso & Society in Pre-Independence Trinidad, HEM Printers
Ltd, Trinidad, 1990.

Ryan, Selwyn. Race and Nationalism in Trinidad and Tobago: a study of decolonization
in a multiracial society, University of Toronto Press, Canada, 1972.

Teelucksingh, Jerome. Political ambitions and contributions to trade unionism: Tubal
Uriah ‘Buzz’ Butler during the 1930s and 1940s in Caribbean Journal of Labour and
Co-operative Studies, Vol. I (2012) Issue I (October)
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CALYPSOES AND
THE 1937 RIOTS

The 1937 Labour Riots and its aftermath became the subject of several calypsoes
in the thirties. The tradition of censoring calypsoes was severe after the 1937

and would continue in the years that followed.

Atilla the Hun (born Raymond Quevedo 1892-1962), one of the greatest
calypsonians of all times, composed eleven calypsos on the po!
1937-1939 period. He was admired for both his eloquence anc
of detail. Attila was the first calypsonian to hold elected pu

elected to the Port of Spain City Council in 1946.

o 'The Strike

o Mr. Nakivell’s Speech

o The Commissioners’ Report
o The Governor’s Resignation
o Where was Butler:

o The Oilfields’ Tribunal
o Sir Hubert Young

« What a Vote

e Adrian Rienzi

e Trade Unionism
e The Five Year Plan

Among other calypsoes sung about the riots were:
Strike in Trinidad and Sedition Law - King Radio

Sir Murchison Fletcher - Lion

We Mourn the Loss of Sir Murchison Fletcher - Executor
Fatal Accident of Mr. Nankivell - Executor

King Radio - Sedition Law

“ If a man want to be versed in politics

He have to be plucky with the lot of tricks
He has got to use a little diplomacy

Mix up with commonsense and psychology”

Atilla the Hun - The Strike

“The strikes and riots, tho’ I wasn't there
Was a most regrettable affair

I'll now entertain you with a song

But I don’t know who is right or who is wrong....

...All T know is that the wages too low

And tribulation the workers have to undergo
And we know — we all know the times are bad
We want better conditions in Trinidad.”

Tiger -
Advice to West Indians

“ I am advising every worker as a West Indian
To be careful and join a labour union

It's the only way you can achieve your right
And to stop the oppressive hands of might
And allow your progressive march to be an
inspiration

To the rising generation”

Atilla the Hun -

The Commissioner’s Report
examines the report of the Forster Commission.

“A peculiar thing about the commission

And their ninety-two pages of dissertation

[s that there is no talk of exploitation

Of the worker or his condition

Read through the pages and there is no mention
Of Capitalistic oppression

Which leads me to entertain the thought

And wonder if it is a one-sided report.”

Atilla the Hun -
Mr. Nankivell’s Speech

A song in honour of Nakivell, Acting Colonial Secre-
tary under Governor Fletcher at the time of the riots.

“He spoke feelingly and strikingly

Logically and conscientiously

His diction was perfect, elocution great,

To describe his speech words are inadequate

He said: “They who plant the cane and dig the oil
And develop the estates with their sweat and toil
While employers are living luxuriously

They should not be dying in misery.”

.....His speech created a great sensation

And was welcomed by the population.

There’s a rumour he will be recalled

For by the Commissioners he has been blackballed
But even if he be a million miles across the sea
Beloved in our hearst he will be

For the entire multitude

Offers him their undying gratitude”
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Atilla the Hun -

The Governor’s Resignation |
“In my opinion Sir Murchison Fletcher
Was our ablest Governor

We only wish the Downing Street
authorities

Would send more men like him to the
West Indies

His resignation was a shock to me
Regretted throughout the Colony

Sir Murchison Fletcher will ever be
Beloved in every Trinidadian’s memory
For he proved in sincerity

His interest in the welfare of this Colony
We must foster local industry, said he,
And augment the island’s prosperity

It is no wonder it is with regret and pain

We learn he ain't coming back again.”

Source: Rohlehr, Gordon. Calypso & Society in
Pre-Independence Trinidad, HEM Printers Ltd. Trinidad 1990.
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