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The first oil well was drilled in 1867 in Aripero, but commercial
exploitation of Trinidad’s oil began in the early 1900s, in the
Guayaguayarearea.Theindustrygrewfast,withthedevelopment
of the motor car, and with ships and machines now using oil.
Trinidad became an important exporter of oil, especially during
World War Il (1939-1945). After the war, wells were drilled in
the sea as well as on land, and our refineries were expanded.
Thousands of immigrants from the Eastern Caribbean islands
came to work in the oil industry in the 1900s, though they had
been arriving here ever since the end of slavery in the 1830s.
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