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General Registers of Indian Indentured Labourers

The General Registers of Indian Indentured Labourers or girmitiyas (contract labourers) are part of the
collection of Indian Indentureship records available at the National Archives of Trinidad and Tobago. They
contain personal details of the movement of persons who were contracted to work on sugar plantations
in Trinidad after the abolition of slavery. They are official records generated from 1845 to 1917, in
compliance with several laws and regulations concerning immigration during British colonial rule.

The Registers document in great detail, the arrival of each of the Indian indentured labourers. They include
information regarding the name of the ship on which they arrived, the arrival date, personal details such
as their name, unique registration number, father’s name, age, and sex, as well as the name of the estate
to which they were assigned. A general remarks column provides additional information. The later
registers provide substantially more details than the early registers. Details such as height, bodily marks,
village of origin, estate assigned, return to India if applicable, and number and year of the Certificate of
Exemption, were added.

Fig. 1. General Register A showing the Futtle Rozack’s record of arrivals. The Futtle Rozark was the
first ship to bring indentured labourers to Trinidad.

There are 17 registers available at the National Archives of Trinidad and Tobago. The registers are in
chronological order based on the arrival dates of the ships and are labelled alphabetically from Register
A to Register R. Each immigrant’s registration number is generally listed sequencially in the registers,



except for Register B and C. Most of the ships recorded in the registers sailed from the port of Calcutta
while a few sailed from the port of Madras. Register C documents the arrivals from Madras. Regrettably,
one register for the period 1906-1909 did not seem to survive. Nevertheless, the registers remain a
valuable resource for scholarly research and a starting point for tracing one’s Indian ancestry.

Fig. 2. Register R showing the immigrants who came on the Ganges, the last ship to bring indentured
labourers in 1917. This register comprises two facing pages and information has to be read from left
to right.

Fig. 3. Register R — a closer look at the left hand side of the page showing personal details of arrivals
from the ship, Ganges



Fig. 4. Map of India showing the districts in which emigrants were registered. The main provinces from
which Indian indentured labourers came were the North-Western Provinces, Oudh, Behar and Bengal.

Source: Report on Emigration from the Port of Calcutta to British and Foreign Colonies forthe year 1891, National
Archives of India.

The General Registers are among the Indian indentureship records that are listed on UNESCO’s Memory
of the World International Register as records of international significance in documenting a period of
movement which was initiated and managed by the machinery of colonialism. Other records listed on
UNESCO'’s register include ship registers, estate registers and other records, also available at the National
Archives. Indian indentureship records of Guyana, Suriname and Fiji are also included on the UNESCO
register.
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List of General Registers of Indian Indentured Labourers, 1845 — 1917

INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register A - 1845-1856

Year | Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1845 | Futtle Rozack 30/05/1845 001 - 225
1846 | Dutchess of Argyle 12/02/1846 226 - 492
1846 | Bangalore 24/02/1846 493 - 812
1846 | Duke of Bedford 24/03/1846 813-1108
1846 | Medusa 03/04/1846 1109 - 1290
1846 | William Abrams 11/04/1846 1291 - 1637
1846 | London 02/05/1846 1638 - 1931
1846 | Cadet 15/06/1846 1932 - 2130
1846 | Lord William Bentinck 15/06/1846 2131-2359
1846 | City of Poonah 01/12/1846 2360 - 2637
1847 | Duke of Portland 02/01/1847 2638 - 2928
1847 | John Line 19/01/1847 2929 - 3260
1847 | Lochlomond 26/01/1847 3261 -3487
1847 | Duke of Bedford 08/05/1847 3488 - 3781
1847 | Emma 29/05/1847 3782 -3915
1847 | Cornwall 16/06/1847 3916 - 4287
1847 | Bangalore 17/06/1847 4288 - 4587
1847 | Poictiers 26/12/1847 4588 - 4909
1848 | Agincourt 17/04/1848 4910 - 5237
1848 | Duke of Bedford 06/05/1848 5238 -5535
1851 | Eliza Stewart 23/04/1851 5536-5711
1852 | True Briton 03/02/1852 5712 - 6000
1852 | Hyderabad 12/02/1852 6001 - 6293
1852 | Equestrian 17/03/1852 6294 - 6583
1852 | Eliza stewart 30/04/1852 6584 - 6766
1852 | Mary Shepherd 05/06/1852 6767 - 7033
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register A - 1845-1856

Year | Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1853 | Benares 25/01/1853 7034 -7277
1853 | William Jardine 12/02/1853 7278 - 7556
1853 | Harkaway 13/02/1853 7557 - 7897
1853 | Maidstone 14/03/1853 7898 - 8241
1853 | Mallard 13/05/1853 8242 - 8500
1853 | Eliza Stewart 13/05/1853 8501 - 8714
1853 | Bank Of England 21/05/1853 8715 -9013
1854 | True Briton 23/03/1854 9014 - 9331
1854 | Sussex 27/04/1854 9332 - 9683

Windsor

(also noted at end: Bangalore, Duke of Bedford,
1855 | Dutchess of Arglyle, John Line 14/03/1855 9684 - 9973
1856 | Scindian 16/03/1856 9974 - 10228
1856 | Agincourt 26/04/1856 10229 - 10581
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register B - 1857-1861

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1857 Adelaide 18/03/1857 10582-10856
1857 Eveline 23/03/1857 10857-11158
1857 Sir George Seymour 01/04/1857 11159-11472
1857 Granville 08/06/1857 11473-11732
1857 Scindian 02/07/1857 11733-11955
1858 Wellesley 28/01/1858 11956-12329
1858 Ellenborough 10/04/1858 12330-12697
1858 Saladin 02/06/1858 12698-13021
1858 Salsette 02/07/1858 13022-13218
1846 Duchef of Argyle 12/01/1846 13219-13223
1853 Medusa 14/03/1853 13224-13226
1856 Agincourt 26/04/1856 132272

1858 Edith Moore 06/12/1858 13607-13981
1859 Akbar 03/01/1859 13982-14291
1859 Themis 12/01/1859 14292-146543
1859 Marmion 25/01/1859 15430-15735
1859 Dudbrook 17/03/1859 15736-15978%
1859 John Duncan 07/04/1859 16249-16590°
1859 Labrador 17/12/1859 16967-17269°
1860 Conway 29/01/1860 17671-18052
1860 Tyburnia 05/03/1860 18053-183547
1860 Thomas Lowry 10/05/1860 18605-18870
1860 Appleton 05/06/1860 18871-192473
1861 Clarence 21/01/1861 19665-20015
1861 Sydenham 06/03/1861 20016-20367
1861 Castle Howard 29/03/1861 20368-20723
1861 Adelaide 07/05/1861 20724-20980
1861 Brechin Castle 13/05/1861 20981-21254
1861 Nourmahal 29/06/1861 21255-21605
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NOTES ON GENERAL REGISTER B

The chronological sequence is interrupted with the addition of a few passengers from these three ships.
2There are gaps in the Registration numbers in Register B. The sequence from 13228 continues in Register C
until 13606 (Roman Emperor ship from Madras 1858).

3The sequence of the Registration numbers continues from 14655 in Register C with the Palmerton ship (1859)
from Madras, to 15429 with the Hope ship (1859). It appears that the ships may have arrived at the same time.
4The sequence of the Registration numbers continues in Register C with the Cleaveland ship records from 15979
to 16248

5The sequence of the Registration numbers continues in Regsiter C with the Clara ship records from 16591 to
16966

5The sequence of the Registration numbers continues in Register C with the Bruce ship records from 17270 to
17670

"The sequence of the Registration numbers continues in Register C with the Chatham ship records from 18355
to 18604

8The sequence of the Registration numbers continues in Register C with the Hunter and David Malcolm ship
records from 19248 to 19664
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register C - 1858 - 1906
(From Madras)

Year Ship Name Arrival Date Registration Nos.
1858 Roman Emperor 03/12/1858 13228-13606
1859 Palmerton 22/01/1859 14655-15048
1859 Hope 22/01/1859 15049-15429
1859 Cleaveland 19/03/1859 15979-16248
1859 Clara 05/12/1859 16591-16966
1860 Bruce 06/01/1860 17270-17670
1860 Chatham 15/04/1860 18355-18604
1860 Hunter 15/06/1860 19248-19429
1861 David Malcolm 20/01/1861 19430-19664
1873 John Allan 08/01/1873 44445-44766
1906 Indus 15/01/1906 121737-122430
1906 Lena 14/01/1906 122431-123108

NOTE: Please see notes for Register B related to the sequence of the Registration numbers
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register D - 1861-1866

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1861 Ex Tyburnia 09/12/1861 21606-21970
1862 Ex Daniel Rankin 08/01/1862 21971-22359
1862 Alnwick Castle 10/01/1862 22352-22827
1862 Clarence 07/03/1862 22828-23281
1862 Colgrain 17/04/1862 23282-23557
1863 Alnwick Castle 22/01/1863 23558-23999
1863 Assaye 22/01/1863 24000-24282
1863 Athleta 18/04/1863 24283-24626
1863 Brechin Castle 12/06/1863 24627-24909
1863 Golden City 16/12/1863 24910-25350
1864 Alnwick Castle 05/02/1864 25351-25805
1864 Spitfire 17/04/1864 25806-26297
1865 Sydenham 07/02/1865 26298-26715
1865 Atalanta 10/03/1865 26716-27185
1865 New Castle 29/04/1865 27186-27667
1865 Carleton 22/11/1865 27668-28111
1865 Empress 22/12/1865 28112-28601
1865 Koomar 25/12/1865 28602-29008
1866 Humber 26/12/1866 29009-29481
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register E - 1867 - 1870

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1867 Roxborough Castle 02/01/1867 29482-29874
1867 Salisbury 04/02/1867 29875-30294
1867 Alnwick Castle 04/03/1867 30295-30755
1867 Sevilla 05/03/1867 30756-31059
1867 Hornet 30/03/1867 31060-31487
1867 Hougomont 25/04/1867 31488-31879
1867 Liverpool 23/12/1867 31884-32398
1867 Ellenborough 26/12/1867 32399-32747
1868 Sevilla 07/03/1868 32748-33043
1868 Ancilla 03/05/1868 33044-33371
1868 Albert Victor 24/06/1868 33372-33685
1868 Malabar 27/12/1868 33686-34112
1869 Poonah 22/02/1869 34113-34499
1869 Arima 30/03/1869 34500-34803
1869 Sevilla 07/04/1869 34804-35112
1869 Ancilla 03/05/1869 35113-35438
1869 Flying Foam 18/07/1869 35439-35885
1869 Beaumaris Castle 03/11/1869 35886-36376
1869 Varuna 08/11/1869 36377-36830
1869 Wiltshire 20/12/1869 36831-37440
1870 Atalanta 24/02/1870 37441-37836
1870 Cochin 07/04/1870 37837-38316
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register F - 1870 -1875

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1870 Java 04/05/1870 38317-38788
1870 Wiltshire 26/11/1870 38789-39330
1871 Brechin Castle 11/02/1871 39331-39758
1871 Hougomont 15/02/1871 39759-40090
1871 Indus 23/03/1871 40091-40462
1871 Atalanta 23/04/1871 40463-40838
1872 Syria 02/01/1872 40839-41258
1872 Ganges 27/02/1872 41259-41638
1872 Indus 09/04/1872 41639-42046
1872 Atalanta 18/05/1872 42047-42446
1872 Woodburn 27/10/1872 42447-43009
1872 Wiltshire 24/11/1872 43010-43565
1872 Dilharee 18/12/1872 43566-44043
1872 Rajah of Cochin 23/12/1872 44044-44444
1873 Colmonell 28/01/1873 44767-45228
1873 Howrah 03/03/1873 45229-45677
1873 Jumna 02/04/1873 45678-46117
1873 Atalanta 04/06/1873 46118-46509
1873 Syria 24/11/1873 46510-46921
1873 Winchester 29/12/1873 46922-47333
1874 Brockham 05/02/1874 47334-47739
1874 Jumna 10/02/1874 47740-48169
1874 Ganges 11/05/1874 48170-48552
1874 Golden Fleece 20/10/1874 48553-49046
1875 British Empire 25/02/1875 49047-49649
1875 Essex 10/03/1875 49650-50161
1875 Brechin Castle 10/03/1875 50162-50609
1875 St. James 11/04/1875 50610-51032
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register G - 1875 - 1880

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1875 Foyle 12/11/1875 51033-51645
1875 Jorawur 25/12/1875 51646-52312
1876 Ganges 10/02/1876 52313-52691
1876 Foyle 03/11/1876 52692-53222
1876 Jorawur 28/11/1876 53223-53828
1877 Syria 29/01/1877 53829-54275
1877 Jorawur 13/11/1877 54276-54907
1877 Lightning 25/12/1877 54908-55424
1878 Syria 02/02/1878 55425-55898
1878 Ganges 05/02/1878 55899-56375
1878 Sheila 03/11/1878 56376-56906
1878 Brenda 16/11/1878 56907-57449
1878 Jura 20/12/1878 57450-57972
1878 Ailsa 21/12/1878 57973-58460
1879 Artist 25/01/1879 58461-58975
1879 Sheila 07/11/1879 58976-59496
1879 Brenda 21/11/1879 59497-60035
1879 Jura 22/12/1879 60036-60563
1880 Bann 28/01/1880 60564-61163
1880 Jumna 28/02/1880 61164-61598
1880 Foyle 01/04/1880 61599-62111
1880 Jura 10/11/1880 62112-62646
1880 British Nation 27/11/1880 62647-63145
1880 Sheila 08/12/1880 63146-63668
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register H - 1881-1886

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1881 Neva 08/02/1881 63669-64139
1881 Bann 06/03/1881 64140-64401
1881 Foyle 05/05/1881 64402-64979
1881 Jumna 03/06/1881 64980-65370
1881 Earl Granville 23/11/1881 65371-65770
1881 Sheila 26/11/1881 65771-66307
1882 Lee 08/01/1882 66308-66873
1882 Neva 05/02/1882 66874-67349
1882 Bann 22/03/1882 67350-67934
1882 Scottish Admiral 08/11/1882 67935-68358
1882 Hesperides 30/12/1882 68359-68906
1883 Southesk 25/01/1883 68907-69356
1883 Boyne 31/03/1883 69357-69873
1883 Brenda 07/11/1883 69874-70399
1883 Jura 25/12/1883 70400-70955
1884 Sheila 10/02/1884 70956-71476
1884 Grecian 11/04/1884 71477-72017
1884 Neva 12/05/1884 72018-72520
1884 Brenda 22/10/1884 72521-73077
1884 British Statesman 25/11/1884 73078-73553
1884 Jura 12/12/1884 73554-74091
1885 Nerbudda 06/01/1885 74092-74676
1885 Brenda 26/10/1885 74677-75215
1885 Sheila 02/12/1885 75216-75775
1886 Jura 13/01/1886 75776-76333
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register | - 1886 - 1891

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1886 Brenda 21/10/1886 76334-76862
1886 Sheila 25/11/1886 76863-77397
1886 Jura 21/12/1886 77398-77939
1887 Bann 24/02/1887 77940-78521
1887 British Nation 25/10/1887 78522-79017
1887 Brenda 16/11/1887 79018-79543
1887 Sheila 10/12/1887 79544-80086
1888 Jura 29/01/1888 80087-80644
1888 Rhine 02/10/1888 80645-81321
1888 Hereford 31/10/1888 81322-81922
1889 Jura 10/01/1889 81923-82452
1889 Jumna 10/01/1889 82453-82908
1889 Grecian 01/10/1889 82909-83448
1889 Volga 21/10/1889 83449-84004
1889 Avoca 22/11/1889 84005-84623
1889 Jura 17/12/1889 84624-85146
1890 Hereford 05/02/1890 85147-85744
1890 Grecian 16/10/1890 85745-86288
1890 Bruce 17/11/1890 86289-86795
1890 Ganges 25/11/1890 86796-87363
1890 Allan Shaw 13/12/1890 87364-88021
1891 British Peer 03/02/1891 88022-88627
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register J - 1891 - 1892

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1891 Avon 01/03/1891 88628-89185
1891 Rhone 09/10/1891 89186-89862
1891 Main 31/10/1891 89863-90493
1891 Avoca 14/11/1891 90494-91114
1891 Rhine 13/12/1891 91115-91771
1892 Danube 01/01/1892 91772-92380
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Regiser K - 1892 - 1896

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1892 Allan shaw 12/10/1892 92381-93016
1892 Rhone 23/10/1892 93017-93682
1892 Rhine 13/11/1892 93683-94346
1892 Avoca 04/12/1892 94347-95005
1893 Rhine 23/10/1893 95006-95652
1893 Rhone 28/10/1893 95653-96307
1893 Moy 11/12/1893 96308-96932
1894 Rhone 04/12/1894 96933-97594
1894 Main 01/11/1894 97595-98237
1894 Moy 03/12/1894 98238-98873
1894 Hereford 27/12/1894 98874-99438
1895 Foyle 24/01/1895 99439-100030
1895 Rhone 11/10/1895 100031-100720
1895 Rhine 01/11/1895 100721-101400
1895 main 01/11/1895 101401-102051
1895 Avon 17/11/1895 102052-102202
1896 Grecian 13/10/1896 102203-102742
1896 Main 04/11/1896 102743-103392
1896 Erne 12/11/1896 103393-104025
1896 Avon 12/12/1896 104026-104626
1896 Rhine 13/12/1896 104629-105226
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register L - 1897 - 1900

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1897 Mersey 20/10/1897 105227-105884
1897 Ems 23/10/1897 105885-106515
1897 Elbe 12/11/1897 106516-107060
1898 Ems 04/11/1898 107061-107684
1898 Rhone 10/11/1898 107685-108336
1899 Bann 27/10/1899 108337-108889
1899 Ems 29/11/1899 108890-109508
1900 Main 1/21/1900 109509-110135
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register M - 1901 - 1906

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1901 Moy 1/16/1901 110136-110746
1901 Avon 2/16/1901 110747-111344
1901 Arno 3/15/1901 111345-112000
1901 Foyle 4/3/1901 112001-112564
1901 Virawa 10/17/1901 112565-113298
1901 Elbe 12/17/1901 113299-113911
1902 Erne 1/6/1902 113912-114529
1902 Clyde 2/16/1902 114530-115603
1902 Rhine 11/27/1902 115604-115690
1903 Avon 1/12/1903 115691-116281
1903 Ems 1/17/1903 116282-116895
1903 Bann 3/12/1903 116896-117432
1903 Forth 11/4/1903 117433-118088
1903 Main 12/2/1903 118089-118690
1903 Avon 12/25/1903 118691-119266
1904 Rhine 2/18/1904 119267-119887
1904 Indus 11/13/1904 119888-120521
1905 Avon 2/23/1905 120522-121124
1905 Rhine 5/9/1905 121125-121736
1906 Indus 1/15/1906 121737-122430
1906 Lena 1/14/1906 122431-123108
1906 Mersey 2/8/1906 123109-123450
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register N - 1906

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1906 Mersey 2/8/1906 123451-123774
1906 Avon 2/22/1906 123775-124383
1906 Rhine 3/9/1906 124384-124895
1906 Elbe 10/19/1906 124896-125492
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register P - 1910 - 1916

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1910 Mutlah (Calcutta) 10/7/1910 134082-134629
(Madras) 134630-134851
1910 Ganges (Calcutta) 11/24/1910 134852-135447
(Madras) 135448-135693
1911 Mutlah 1/25/1911 135694-136535
1911 Ganges (Madras) 3/25/1911 136536-137311
1911 Indus 10/8/1911 137312-137713
1911 Chenab 11/7/1911 137714-138164
1911 Ganges 12/9/1911 138165-138592
1911 Mutlah (Calcutta) 12/28/1911 138593-138993
(Madras) 138994-139297
1912 Sutlej (Calcutta) 1/14/1912 139298-139501
(Madras) 139502-139729
1912 Indus 2/13/1912 139730-140081
1912 Chenab 3/7/1912 140082-140431
1912 Indus 9/12/1912 140432-140835
1912 Mutlah 10/14/1912 140836-141280
1912 Chenab 11/8/1912 141281-141690
1913 Indus 12/11/1912 141691-142062
1913 Mutlah 1/8/1913 142063-142388
1913 Chenab 2/5/1913 142389-142705
1913 Sutlej 3/13/1913 142706-142801
1913 Dewa 8/23/1913 142802-143224
1913 Mutlah 9/12/1913 143225-143732
1914 Chenab 11/26/1913 143733-143941
1914 Sutlej 8/13/1914 143942-144185
1915 Chenab 9/12/1914 144186-144364
1915 Dewa 10/15/1915 144365-144662
1915 Ganges 11/11/1915 144663-144987
1916 Chenab (Calcutta) 12/14/1916 144988-145362
(Madras) 145363-145724
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INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register Q - 1916

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1916 Sutlej 29/03/1916 145778-146065
1916 Ganges 18/04/1916 146066-146265

INDIAN INDENTURESHIP - General Register R - 1916 - 1917

Year Name of ship Arrival Date Registration Nos
1916 Chenab 10/12/1916 146266-146892
1917 Mutlah 20/01/1917 146893-147171
1917 Ganges 22/04/1917 147172-147592
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